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CONFIDENTIA'L

DNPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HRADQUARTERS 137 INPANTRY DIVISION
AP0 San frencisco 96345
AVDR-? (MHD)" 29 August 1969

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1at Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1969, RC3 CSMOR =65 (Ri) (V)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Seotion 1, Operationss Signifioant Activities,

a, (C) Introduction.

(1) The 18t Infantry Division, during the reporting period, contine-
ued in the performance of its general missionsi

(8) 1In conjunction with GVN forces, the identification and deste
ruction of local force VC and infrastructure in order to provide a secure
environment to further GVN control over the area ard people.

(b) Destruotion of main forca VC/NVA forces, equipment, and base
oampa.

(c) Assistance in_ the training and improvement of GVN forces.
(d) Overwatoh of the TAOI,
(e) Area preparation (construction and destruction),

(2) Within the overall framework of- these genersl missions, the
principal missions for the reporting poriod have beens

(2) Until 18 June, reinforce the An Loc/Quan Loi/Song Be area.

(b) Target against base areas 359, 360, and 3563 after 18 June,
conemntrate against base areas 355, 356, and 357 around the Trapegoids

(c) Datect and destroy enemy forees approaching Ssigwn through
the Iron Triangle-Phu Qong-Di An-~Tan Uyen Zone,

(@) With & minimum of one battalion, protect the Capitel Mili~
tary District from the eaast and northeaat (infiltration and rocket attack)s

(e) Within the TAOI coordinate the sacurity of US installations,
reinforce the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces sscurity of key bridges
and installations, raespond to Vc/‘NVA‘attacka against allied installations,
ocarps, and headquarters.

{£f) Support the Government of Vietnam Revolutionary Development
Program by conducting military operations within the TAOI in ocoordination
with end in support of the 5th ARW Division, Capital Military District,
and respective provinces.

ig) Maintain security of major linea of communications within
the 'PAOT (Hwy 13-R¢ Iron; Hwy 314,16 -Rt Lead; Hwy 7H, 24, 1A-Rt Zinoj
Saigon By-Pass).

(3) The opsrational trends of the period based on command guidance,
experience factors, and the changing tactical environment, remain the same

in the previ ing period.
"8 in fhe privicus mporting yerke DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
FOR oT vr DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

b93276 H pOD DIR 5200.10
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AVDB-T (MED) 29 Lugust 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period Ending
) _?1 July 1969, red 'quhiﬁg' (31) (u)

.'(8) Night oparstions ‘ ¢

4

{b) Maintaining contact
(o) Smali uRit epo'i..-a..t;onl
(d) *Pile-On® Thotios
(e) Thorough search
(£) B-52 exploitation
b, (C) Personmel and Administration,
(1) Porsonnels

(s) Strength ‘W0,
" Authorised 1 Miy 69 %%5 ?'81 %995 7259
duthorized 31 Jul 69 1082 192 16022 17296

l_asigi_ilﬂ 3 May 69 1087 179 16067 17333
Assigned 31 Jul 69: 1146 186 ° 16820 18161

(b) Geins, qualifications, and statuss
1 Enlisteds

& Replacements receiveds 5394

b Outstanding requisitionss Sr Enl Gradea: 02Rg0 (1),
11840 (20), 11C40 (8), 1140 (3), 11740 (2), 11F50 (32, 11650 (72, 12840
(1), 12250 (1), 13840 (1), 13250 (), '31240°(3), R0 2), 63040 (2),
63250 (3), 67250 (2), 71H40 (2), 71840 (2), 71Q50 (1), 76X40 (1), 76Y40
25). 76250 (6), 91250 (2), 94B40 (13), 958350 (1), 95D20 (1); E6 and below:
Mey 105, June 171, July O0),

8 Creditss None
4 Quelificationss None

2 Officexs

Replacementa receiveds 519

-4

Outstanding requisitionss O

¢ Creditss Ample replacements were received for losses,
however, & shortage of capteins still exists in combat arms, particularly
infantry.

4 Qualifications and atatus:s Liestsnant i1l being received
for requested captain requirements imw combat arms.

(c) Lossas:

1 Enlisteds Administrative losses during the pariod inocludes
reassignment within RWN, rotation and ETS, and board actionss

Reassignment within RVNs - 439
Rotation and BTSs 3472 - -

"2 Officerss There were 404 losses during the quarter due to
reassignemtes within Vietnam, rotation and ETS,

(d) Losses duo to casualties were as followss

CONFIDENTIAL
2
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JR— CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for P
. 31 July 1969, RC3 CSFORe65 (R1) (U)

1wy orE W M Age

KIA 6 ) 63 69

WIA 34 0 384 418

MIA 0 0 o ")

NBD (V] 0 4 4

. NBY 2 0 59 61
2 W OFF WO h1.S AGG

KIA 2 3. 45 50

s WIA 12 1 283 296
MIA 0 0 0 0

NBD 0 0 10 10

NBM 2 0 55 5T

2 Jun OFF WO P4 AGS

KIA 1 0 38 39

WIA 11 2 c3 216

MIA o 0 1 1

NBD 0 0 5 5

NBM 2 0 35 b14

(a) Maintenance of Morales
1 4wards and Decorationss

Medal of Honoxr
Distinguished Service Cross
Distinguished Service Medel
Legion of Merit
Silver Star
Distinguished Flying Cross - Valox
Digtinguished Flying Cross -~ Achiavement
Soldieras Medal
Bronze Star Medal - Valor
Brunze Star Medal - .chievement
. drmy Commendation Medal - Valox
Army Commendation MYedsl - Achiavement
Purple Heart
Jdir Medal Valor
Air Medal - Achievement
Certificate of Achievement
Vietnamese Awards

2 BR&R Alloocatiomas
MONTE ~ NO OF R&R ALLOCATIONS NO USED
May ' 1389 1360
June 1330 1374
July 1400 1415

3 Emergency and compassionate Leavess

MONTH EMERGENCY COMPASSIONATE
May 90 47
June 9% 45
July 102 44

(2) Personnel Managements

() Infusions
antry Division was not involved in any infusion programs,

: CONFIDENTIAL
. ' 3

29 JAugust 1969
eriod Ending

% USED
9749
103,0
101.0

During the period 1 May 69 ~ 31 Jul 69 the 1st Inf-
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AVDB-T (MED) : 29 August 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1st Infantry Divieion for Period Ending
31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rt) (U)

+ (b) Infantry Personnels Due to the USARV-directed levy of 11
series parsonnel from Support Commanda throughout RVN atarted in Apr 69
end ocompleted in May 69, and the inorease in 11 meries replacements to
the 1at Infantry Division, the Divieion is now at 106.5% in 11 geries
l{OS.Gg’J)Ihis ig an inorease of 8,3% qver the last quaxter (1 Feb 69 ~ 30
Apr .

(c) Evaluationms The increase in personnel holding an 11 seriea
PMOS in the 1st Infantry Divieion has greatly reduced the input of EM in
support PMOSs, Utilization accomplished to alleviate the antiocipated
shortage in support type M03s,

ce (C) Oporationa,
(1) Generals

(a) The 1st Infantry Division continued its participation in
Operation Toan Thang (Complete Wictory), Phase III, which began on 17
Peb 69 and continues as of the close of thia reporting period, All org-
anic units and those under operational control (OPCON) of the Division
are involved, @(eneral objectives axe to maintain an offensive-oriented,
protective %umbrella¥ in the northern area of the Division's Tactical Area
of Interest (TAOI); conduot a vigorous pacification and security campaign
in the central and southern TAOI}; and assist ARVN and locsl GWN military
units to improve their effectiveness and eventually cnable them to take
over many of the Jobs presently belonging to US forces.,

(b) Specific objectives include denying enemy base area util-
ization, intexdicting VC/NVA infiltration to the scuth, disrupting enemy
logistical operations, and winddng support for the GVN from the local pop-
ulation, Battlefield tactics have consisted of bath unilateral ond come-
bined (i.e, with ARVN forces) ground reconnaissance (formerly called racon-
nsigsance~in-force or RIF), and extensive night ambush operations, In
addition. enemy rocket and mortar ectivitieas have been hampered by contin-
uous ground and air reconnaissance of the "Saigon Rocket Belt", Finally,
in the pacification campaign, strong civic action (CIVAC) and psyop prog-
rems have been combined with a growing population and resources contxrour
systen,

(c) Although no major combat operations were underteken, one
major project was ended and one began., On June 18, the four-month Song
Be ~ Dong Xoai road olearing operation was successfully ended, providing
a major access route to central Phuoc Long Province, fThen, in June an
ambitious program, Operation Dong Tien (Progress Together), was begun with
the mission of improving the capabilities of ARVN units through joint ARVN/
US operations designed spacifically for that purpoae,

(2) Porce dispositions

(a) Major adjustments in forecs disposition occurred on 27 Jun 69
whon the 1at Division northem Area of Operations (A0) was taken over by
the 1st Cavalry Division: (Airx Mobile)s At the same time, the 1st Bde est-
ablished its new base camp at Dau Tieng, located in the south-westem corner
of the Michelin Rubber Plantation, and began operating in the plantation and
in the "Trapezoid® area to tho southe The 11th ACR was again OPCON to the
18t Division on 10 Jun for operations in the Quan Loi/Song Be area and was
retumed to the 1at Cav on 21 Jum.

(b) The 1st Bde generally provided cne US battalion and one to
two ARVN bettalions to the Song Be road clearing operations in May and Jun
69, one infantry battalion in the vicinity of 9ong Be, and one mechanized
battalion around An Loc aud Loc Ninh, The 1st Brigade's operations were
aided by the 1/4 Cav (T® Haponski) which operated in the Quan Loi/Song Be

2
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AVDB-T (MHD) 29 Auguat 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period Endirg
31 July 1969, RCS CS™OR-65 (R1) (U)

area until 23 May. Then, between 25 and 27 Jun,the brigade terminated thesa
oparations and moved to Desu Tieng where it employed one mechanized battalion
in tge Michelin Plantation, and one infantry battalion in the northen Trap-
ezoid area.

(¢) The 2nd Brigade generally employed three and, in July, fouxr
infantry battalions in the southern portion of the TAOI. The battalions
supported the intensified pacification program through population and re-
souxce controloperations in the Di An/Phu Loi area in ccordination with
local ARWN/GVN foxrcea, the hampering of enemy logistics operations, and tha
neutralization of the VC Infrastructure (VCI) in the area,

(a) The 3rd Brigade geneorally employed three to four battalions
(2 infantry, 1 mechanized, and 1 armored) in the vicinity of Lai Khe, Ben
Cat, An Dien, and Chanh Luu, and in the Trapezoid and northern Iron Triangla.
As in the pravious period. the brigade conducted offensive operations in
these areas to detect and destroy VC/NVA forces and caches, extensive ambush
operatiora to interdict enemy infiltration, combined operations with the 8th
ARWN Regiment, and CIVAC, population and resource control (especislly rice
denial) and VI elimination, particularly in the An Dien/Chenh Luu arcas.

(e} During the eleven days that the 11th ACR was under the opex-
ational control of the 1st Division (10 - 21 Jun), it was engoged in ground
reconnaissance and night patrol operations in the Quan Loi/9ong Be area.
When the Division'a northern TAOI wos reduced, the regiment was retured to
the 18t Cavalry Division.

(£) Inclosure 3 provides a deteiled description of force dispo~
sition by battalion size unita,

(3) Land Clearing Operatians.
(&) Song Be Road Opening Oporationss

1 Due to poor maintenance and VC activity, the road between
Phuoc Vinh and Song Bo (Phuoc Binh) had been closed for thxoe ycors. As a
vesult, all supplies to Dong Xoai, Bunard, and Song Be, the capital of Phuoc
Long Province, had to be air-lifted. The road itself, formerly o single-
lane, dry weather pass, was to be made into an all-weather highway, six
meters wide, and capable of sustaining class 60 loads., Swathe 200 meters
wide Wwexe t0 be cut on either side of the road and additional arcas were to
be cleared for night dofensive positions (NDP) and fire supportpetrol bases (¢
and around critical terrain features under the direction of the cornmonder.
The main objective of the operation was to open Song Be and Phuoc Long Pro-
vince to CVN control in order to initiete an accelerated pacification cam-

paign,.

2 The operation was broken down into three riasess Fhase I
(43 Jan - 8 Feb) road building, Phuoc Vinh to Dong Xoai; Fhase II (14 Apr =
11 Jun) road building, Dong Xoai to Phuoc Binh (Song Be); Phase III (12 -
18 Jun) route and convoy security, Dong Xoai to Song Be.

Road clearing operations were begun on 13 Jan and succoss=-
fully terminaoted on 11 Jun after 87.1 kilometers of road and 9,243 acres
had been cleared.

8 Phase Is 32 kn and 3088 acres
b FPhnase IIt 55.1 km and 6155 acres

4 Participating engineer units included elements from the 1st
Engr Bn, the'.i0th, 984th, and 501st Land Clearing Companies (1cc) (OPCON to
18t Divs, of tha 62nd Engineer Battolion, 20th Engincer Brigad2, and the
3018t ARW BEngr Bn. While the LCCs provided bulldozing equipment for the

5
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AVDB-T (MHD) 2
9 August 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Re,ort of 1st Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

]i‘:ggiglearing task, the 301st ARVN Bn undertook road upgrading and bridge

The entire operation was under the cporational control of
the 1at Bde, Seocurity was provided by a task force orgnnized around the
1/16th Mechanized Battalion, and eloments of the 7th and Oth ARVN Regiments,
5th ARVN Division. An advancing series of Fire Support Bases (Renogen I =
XVIII) wore utilized by the security elements throughout the operation., En~
eny contact was light and no major hostile opsrations wera initiated ageinst
the project. It is believed that the enemy was more concernad with infil-
trating supplies and menpower gsouth, through the concerned arews and into
‘iiVar Zone “D", and was both unable and unwilling to begin offensive operet-

onge

6 Phase 11T (13 - 18 Jun) was a comtined operation with the
5th ARVN Division for the establishment of route securaty between Fhu Cong
and Phuoc Binh for supply convoys. Under the control of the 1st Bde, re-
supply convoys travelled between Phuoc Vinh and Fhuoc Binh for the first
time since 1964, Blements of ten battalions were utilized to preclude any
interruption in the 500 resupply vehicles which moved slong the route. The
operation was conducted without ancident.

(b) In addition to the Song Be Road Clearing Operations, 15,410
acres were clcared by the combined efforts of the ist Engr B and the LCCs
of the 62nd Engr In, 20th Engr Bde, from 2 May to 25 Jul 69.

(4) Operation TOAN THANG, Phase IIX.

(a) General: The 1st Infantry Divasion continued to participate
in Operation TOMN THANG, Phase III, which began 170001h Feb 69, Extensive
ambushing along historical enemy infiltration routes. the concentration of
B-52 and tactical air strikes and extensive suppressive and interdictoxry
artillery fires prevented the enemy from closing on his nain objective -
the Capitsl Milatary District. Faced by increasingly combat proficient
ARWH forces, stronger Populer Self-Defense Forces, and continuous preasure
from US units, the enemy hes graduslly beea forcecd to withdraw into remote
areas away from population centers. In response to this, the 1st Division
has established en interlocking network of Fire Support Bases within its
TAOT and decentralized its operations to the Brigade and Battalion levels
where small scals, patrelling, and night ambushes are enphasized.

(b) Enemy:

1 IDuring the second quarter of CY 1969, VC and NVA forces texm-
ineted their Winter - Spring Campaign which had been thwarted earlier by the
Republic of Vietnam snd Free World Militaxry Assistonce Forces (FWMAF), Hav-
ing suffered cnormous numbers of cesualtics, the enery apparently becane
increasingly reluctant to comnit masses of troops against allied installat-
ions, During this period, the enenmy advocated and practiced the tactical
doctrine of %Conmitting & smell force against a larger force." More ex-
tonsive use of "Sappera® and stend-off attacks by rocket and mortar fire

vere attempted to conserve his own faorce level. .

2 When the enemy initiated a Summer Campaign in mid-dpril 1969,
it indicated & significant reorientation of his objectivess Frustrated in
his efforts to prevent the ARVN and FWMAF from attaining their Accelerated
Pacification goals for the first quarter of 1969, the cnemy chose to concen-
trate on smaller objectivest yural hamlets, Regional Porce outposts,
Popular Self-Defense Forces, resupply convoys, and renote& allied fire sup~
port bases, With & series of coordinated attacks by fire and limited ground
probea, the enemy has sought to inflict maximum casualties on GVN and U3
forces., His long-range objective, as explained in captured documents of the
Communist Central Office for South Vietnam (co3w), was to put political
pressure on the Americans to withdraw from South Vietnam. However, even
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AVIB-T (D) : 29 August 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period Ending
31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-85 (R1) (V)

these limited attacks have coat the VC and NVA forces dearly and have in-
flicted only & minimal number of casunities, Understrength and constantly
harassed, the scattered enemy units in the 1st Division's TAOI remained in
a most elusive state at the oloso of this reporting period.

(¢) Convoy ambushes on Highway 13,

1 From late April to early June four VC/NVA attempts wexe nade
to interdict the Lai Khe to Quan Loi resupply convoys. The first attempt,
on 28 Apr is desorived in tho previous Operation Report (see 1st Division
ORLL, 1 Peb - 30 Apr 69, ¢, (e), 2). The seocond ambush ocecurred on 021115h
May 69 in the vicinity of, XT767785 when Devil convoy received fire from an
sstimated platoon~-siza enemy force, again from' the 7th NVA Division. Fire
was returned, artillery and air support gnined, and contact continued as B
Company, 2/2, Scout-Section, 2/2 (the Recon Platoon of the 2/2 Mechanized
Infantry Battalion), and C Troop/i-4 Cav arrived at 1120 hours and A Co/2/2
reinforced at 1205, Fighting continued aporadically until 1325 hours., As
a result of the action thexre wore 4 US KIA and 15 U3 WIA; in addition 4 POL
tankers, 1 S-ton and 1 24-ton trucks were destroyed, and 2 5-ton and 1 73-
ton reefer wore damsged., A aeaxch of the area located 8 enemy KIA, 3 AK47s,
1 RPG launcher, 7 RPG rounds, 4 grenades, and 220 SA rounds.

2 Perhaps emboldened by his limited success, the eneny tried again
the following day (3 May)s However, this time the ambushing force, & re-in-
forced platoon wost of Highway 13, was discovered and engaged by an armored
sweep. At 0820 hours vic XT765715 B/2-34 (Tank) Bn received fire and ro-
turned it, While artillery and air suppoxted the contact, at 0830 a platoon
of 0/1-4 Cav and at 0845 0/2-28 reinforced. At 1004 hours the dero-Rifle
Platoon, D/1-4 Cav, was ingérted vic XT738650 followed by ¢/2-16 at 1025 in
& blooking maneuver, Contact continued sporadically until 1300 hours. Thore
was 1 US KIA and 4 US WIA., In return, the enemy lost 28 men (19 KXA md 9
PW) and much equipments

Over & month later, the enemy attempted his fourth anbush on
Bighway 13, At 1310 hours, 6 Jun, vic XT766700 a convoy of the 5th ARWN Div-
igion received fira from an unknown size force. B/1-4 Cav reinforced the
defenders at 1315 and, supported by air, the skirmish lasted until 1440
hourss Allied losses consiated of only 2 ARVN WIA and 1 ARWN 2k-ton truck
destroyed. However, the.enemy left 38 dead and 2 PWs behind.

(d) Attacks of fire gupport bases (FSPB) Buttons, Gels, and Aachen
1T, on 12 May are indicative of the enemy's primary type cf offensive act~
ions Juring this period, The enemy initiated the action at FSPB Butions at
0330 hours, with an attack by 82mm mortax fire followed with & ground probe
by en unimown-zize force. The defenders, the 1 /2 Infantry Battalion, were
aupported by air and artillery until contact was broken at 0515 hours, The
US suffered 2 WIA in contrast to the 33 enemy KIA left on the battlefield
along with much equipment, A similar attack was launched against the i/28th
at PSPB Gela at 0143 hours resulting in 3 US KIA, 20 US WIA, 41 enery KIA,
and & great doal of cnamy equipment captured. A simultoneous attack on FSPB
Aschon IT oonsisted of only RPG (Rocket Propelled Grenade) fire in an unsuc~
cessfil attempt to prevent artillery from being fired in support of Gels,

(e) A ground bomb damege assessment of three B-52 strikes on 26
May in the Tropezoid was revealing. A saarch of the strike area by eloments
of the 1/4 Cov looated 133 destroyed bunkers, 34 Vo/NVA KIA (BC), 222 v©/
NVA XIA (poss), 3 Pis, and & significant quantity of food and documents,
along with remants of a munitions factory. Prisoner interrogation roveoal=~
ed that 24 of the destroyed bunkers were occupied at the time' of the strike
by 8 enemy soldiers each. In the destroyed munitions factory, the unit
found 30 enti-tank mines, 180 bangalore torpsdo caainzs, 35 cloymore molds,
and several tool and die kits,

(£) Results of contacts in the An Loc/Quan Loi area prior to the
7
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reorzanization of the 1st Division TAOI may be broken down into three per-

isde of heavy activitys .
1 Perind 1 (23 - 25 May)s 1at Bde units made contact with the

eloments of the 7th NVA Division resulting in 173 eneny KIA and 4 Fdg,

2 Period II (3 - 8 Jun)s 1st Bde units nade contact with elew
nents of the 1gt and 7th NVA Divisions resulting in 259 cnery KIA and 21 Pds,

3 Period III (9 - 22 Jun)s On 9 Jun che 11th ACR, OPCUL to the
1st Div, commenced operations in the An Loc/Quan Loi arca, anid fron 9 - 22
Jun, the 11th ACR and tet Bde unite continued sporadic contact with the en-
emy resultin:s in 169 enemy KIA and 4 Pis.

The following are highlights of the An Loc/Quan Loi operationse

1 On 23 ay, 051% hours, vic XT720820, Minh Duc 1llage receaved
a ground attack by an unknown-size enemy force. Fire was retumed with air
and artillery support and contact was broken at 0715, The attack umncdiate-
ly prompted a gweep of the area by clements of the 2/2 llechanizc Infontry
Battalion. Sporalic contact with eneny forces thruughout 23 May resulted
in 3¢ enemy KIA, and the cnpture of 2 Pis, 15 indavadual weapons, 11 crew-
served weapons, 32 WPG rounds, 64 mortar rounds, 14 grenades, 550 34 rounds,
and 5 - 57rz: RR rounds. US losses were 1 KiA, 5 WIA, and 2 hclicouters lan~
aged.

2 The 2/2 maintained 1light contact with eneny forces thr ugh-
out the following morning, That afternoon at 1518 hours vic X7693868 Conpany
B/2-2 received fire from a convany-size enery force, fire was retumed with
air and artillery supp.rt and Companies A and C, and the Scout Szctaon, 2/2,
reanforced the fight which lagted until 1610 hours. The results were 17 US
WIA, 33 enerny KIA, and much material captured. Meanwhile, at 1635 vic XT
703873 Company A and the Scout Section engaged 10 enemy soldiexs ani
received fire from an estimated company-size enemy force, Jir end artillexry
supported the fire-fight until it ended at dusk, arnund 1840 hours. There
were 2 US KIA and 17 WIA. A scarch f the area located 33 eneny KIA, 1 FW,
ond several picces of enemy equipment. While this action progressed, at

1825 hours Company C also received fire from an estimated company-size en-
emy £=rce vic XT700870. fire wng rctumed with air and artillery support
until 1930 hours, There were 6 US WIA, while the eneny left 30 KIA and a
quantity of equinment on the battleficlds Totsl enemy for the day's suce-
essful actions were 96 KIA (BC).

ime last contact was made on 25 Hay, by Company B/2-2 at
1328 vic XT683869. The unit received fire fron an estimated compony-size
enery force. #@ire was returned, sir and artillery quickiy supported, and
Company €/2-2, the Scout Section, and Troop 1/3-11 ACR reinforced the con-
tact. When the battle had ended at 1600, there wexe 2 US KId, 13 US VIA,
32 enemy KIA and 1 B,

4 On 3 Jun the 24 Squairon, 11th ACR, under the opcrational
control of the 1st Bde, 1st Infantry Divsion, made contact with an wnkncwa-
size eneny f .rce west of Highway 13 and south of .‘n Loc at 1530 hours wvac
XT675815. Tne area was saturated with mechanized cavalry forces, supportes
by Army Aviation elements, Contact lasted until 1650 hours resulting an 36
eneny XIA, and 3 US WIA, and the capture of 10 Pis, 17 individual weapons,

6 crew-gerved weapons, 58 RPG rounds, 57 mortar rounds, 39 grenades, and
210 SA rounds.

On 6 Jun at 0115 hours #SPB Thunder IV (vic XT763893) receive
an unknown number >f RPG and mortar rounds. followed by & ground probe by an
unknown-size enemy force., fire was retumed and contact broken at 0135, at
0200 hours & similer attack was launched; azain fire was returned, and art-
illery and air elements supported the base until the contact was cnded at
0215, Therc were 5 US WIA. As a resuls, Co B/2-2 swept the arca and on-
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€oged an ectimated company-size enemy force at 1055 hours vio XT720925. A
five~hour battle enaued as 'Co B called on air and artillery support and was
reinforced by A/2-2 at 1140 and Troop E/2-11 at 1355, When the struggle
terninated at 1500 hours, there were 4 US KIA and 14 WIA. Inemy losses in-
cluded 78 KIA, 5 PWs, 1 CHICOM telephone, several rocket and mortar rounds,
17 AK 478, 940 34 rounds, 68 grenades, and miscellaneous equipment.

6 MAlso on the morning of 6 Jun, the 13t Bde base camp at Quan
Loi receciel en attack by fire with RPGa and mortars followod by a& ground
attack at 0037, The attack was repelled with air, artillery, and nortar
support and by 0435 hours all contect was broken leaving 4 US WIA., In this
unsuocessful attempt to infiltrate “sappera®™ into Quan Loi, enemy losses

were 17 KIA, 4 PWs, 41 RPG rounds, 54 grenades, 3 bangalore torpedo2s, and
42 satchel charges, ’

71 Still undexr OPCON of the 1st Bde, the 2/11 Cav was continuing
ite roconnaissance missions southweat of Thundex IV (XT7763893)¢ On 7 Jun
at 1045 hours vie XT715835 Troop C reosived fire from an unknewmn=size unemy
foree. The cav unit returned fire supported by ground and air artillery and
were reinforced by C Company, 2-2 Mech, and Troops * and K, 2-11 ACR, Contact
was broken at 1630 hours leaving 4 US KIA and 26 US WIA., An immediate search
of the area located 96 enemy KIA.

8 On 18 Jun the 1st Bde bogan relocating from Quan Loi to Dau
Tieng base camp (XT4947). Responsibility for base ocamp security was assumed
from the 25th Infantry Division on 30 Jun. The operation, codo-named .
WBOSTON PISTOL®, also transforred responsibility for the Quan Loi bese camp,
and Binh Long and Phuoc Long Provinces to the 1at Covalry Divisicne

The grand total of enemy casuslties in the An Loc/Quan Loi
area for the period of 25 May to 22 Jun was 601 KIA (BC) and 29 FWs,

() sn Son Operation (4 - 25 Jun)s

1 The An Son oporation was a highly suocessful combined effort.
Elements of tho 2/18th US Infantry Battalion, the 1at Battalion, 7th ARWN
Regincnt, ond 4 regional force companies participated. A task foroce (T7)
was formed under the oommand of a US field grade officer with & combined
US/ARVN ataff, to find and eliminate main force elements of the Iong Nai
Rogiment which had infiltrated the An Son axrea south of Phu Cuong.

2 With sufficient forces available, the TF was able to contin-
uously saturate & confined area that 'had previously been free of extendad
friendly oporntiones because of sur physical inability to operate in swampy
terrain over leng periodss 'Succossively code-named "OPHRATION UNIEDW,

WP Toborg®, and “IF Mears®, the TF suoceeded in eliminating 83 of the re-
ported 120 VC in the ares. Of the 83, there were 45 KIA (BG), 23 Ws, and
15 Hol Chanhs, The success of, the opexation made it possibla for the loanl
regional force compenies to assume responsibility for the immediate security
of the arem.

‘Tho high number of Hoi Chanhs underlined tho success of the
psychological oporstions omployade A special teohniquo was omployed in the
An on aroa. Loudspoaker broadcasts from airoraft, river boats, and vehiclos
wore trensmitted in acoordnnce with & coordinated manouvex and broadcast
schodulde, During previously announced periods of one hour duration, ellisd
troope would cease effective operations to allow enemy troops to rally. Fae
eny forces received doteiled inetructions through the loudspesker missions
snd through contacts with trainod propaganda teams as to the best »roced-
ures to bo unod to rally,

(nh) Operation DONG TIEN ( 2 Jul - Premont) ’
1 Oporation Dong Tien is & test program which calls for the
oloas association of designatod RVNAP fopops with dosignated US/MMF force s

on a continuinz basis in specific ar;a‘s. The DONG TIEN program becen 12
' .
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Jul 69 andwill last throush the rainy season, The 3 najox ,joals of this close
and continuous association of units ares (1) to increase tne quantity and
quality of combined and coordinated joint operations; (2) to materially
advence the Divasion's three major mssions (aupport of pecification, improve
the effectiveness of RVNAF and US/A/MAF units and intensify combat operations)
and (3) to significantly increass the efficiency of critical combat and con~
bat support elements, particularly Army Aviation assets.

2 The overall tactical objective is to weaken the enemy at ald
levels go that mejor ARW and US forces can conduct combined and coordinated
operations ogrinst main force unite in base arems, such aa War Zone "C* and
War Zone "D", during the dry season. However, the emphasis is on the “up~
grading™ of all South Vietnamese military units in order to improve their
combat effectiveness. If successful, the regional and province forces (RF/
PF) olong with the Popular Self-Defonse Forces (PSDF) should be improved to
the point where they can assume the task of ARVN units committed to rural
defense and static security missions, thereby releasing ARVN regular units
for operations agnoinst enemy mein forces. In tum, major ARV units will
have increagsed their efficiency to the point where they can initiate and
carry out counter-insurgency operations against main force units, operate
with US units on a co-equal basis, and effectively explort allied logisticanl
and combat sunport capabilities,

On 2 Jul 69, cperation DONG TIEN was initiated by the 3d Bde
with the introduction of the 1/8th ARVN Battalion into PSPB Cantigny II (X?-
528387) for combined operations with the 2/28th Inf. But this was only '
accomplished after approximately 2 weeks of intensive combined planning and
coordination with the 8th ARVN Regiment and the 5th ARVN Division. Repre-
sentatives from each unit to participate were present at this meeoting and
direct coordination was made between higher headquarters. While the 1/8th
moved into Cantigny, the 1at Bde's Forward Tactical Operations Center (TOC)
wns egtablished at Ben Cat, headquarters of the 8th ARVN Regt, and inte-
groted into aUS/ARVN Combined Coordination Center. On 8 July, the 4/8th
ARVN Bn moved into FSPB Gela (XT603418) with the 1/28th US Inf Bn, and A
Battery, 51st ARVN Artillery paired off with the US 2/35d Field Artillery,
The 8th ARVN Recon Company had already been joined with I Co, 75th Infantry
(18t Division Rangers) on 1 July,

4 During the early weeks of the operation, many stending oper-
eting procedures peculiar to joint operations of this nature were established
and perfected. The Combined Coordination Center received reports from both
ARVN and US unitg And acited as tha catalyst foxz tho laterel Tlow of infrmatic
between the US Brigade and the ARVN Regiment. EBvery evening & comwpanad
staff briefing was given to both US and ARWN commanders with counterpart
staff briefing one after the other. This mutusl briefing generated discuse-
don-among staffs and ultimately led to rmtually conceived operations. 1Iwo
staff sections cooperating side by side provided a vehicle for effective
staff training for ARWN forces.

US and ARVN physically colocated battalions at fire support bases. Again,
counterpart staffs briefed both US and ARVN battalion commanders, Besides
the operational significance of these combined briefings, the discussions
generated end mutuol learning gained were extremely valuable. In the fire
support bages, both ARVN and US elements had a specific defensive responsi-
bility with the allied units living and fighting side~by-side. From the
fire support base, ARVN battalions conducted operations in separate AOs. On
occasion, joint ambusheg were conducted.

The benefits which have accrued to both US and ARVN units
participating in DONG TIEN have been immeasurcable. The colocation of thesea
un1ts has provided the opportunity for US units to give additional training
to ARVN in arcas where mcst needed. Specific training which has been con~
ducted includes marksmenship, fire support base construction, use of nmortars,
helicopter resupply, and small unit tactics. One US unit has constructed a

10
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model ambugh site for training purposes, Similarly, the ARWN ability to
seaxrch VC bunkers and locate enemy caches is leading to increased US profic-
iency in these areas. It is. expected that these combined battalion oper-
ations will continue and be expandsd in the next reparting period, In add-

'i\:ion; plans oall for & combined reaction foroe to be established in early
Sust, .

(1) The oumulative results for Operation TOAN THANG, Fhase III,
whioh began on 17 Feb 69, for the 1zt Infantry Division assigned and OPCON
unite as of the oclose of the reporting period ares

1 USs 232 KIA, 1811 WIA, 1578 WIA (evac); 56 ACAV/APCs, 7 gen=-
erators, 3 28-ton tankers, 2 Zippoa (APC with flamethrower), 55 helicopters,
1 0-1G ®Bird Dog", 37 Rome Plows, 71 tankers, 12 2§-ton trucks, 2 "dusters®
(40mm SP), 2 3/4<ton trucks, 5 1/4-ton truckm, 1 10-ton truck, 1 road grader,
1 cold storage unit, 1-155mm Howitaer, 1 M~199 (155mm SP), 1-4,2% mortar, 1
AVLB (armored bridge layexr), 1 VIR (M-88 tank recovery vehicle), 3 bulldozers,
and 3 M-548 “Camela™ (tracked cargo carriers) dameged; 1 2ippo, 10 tanks, 1
5-tor. truck, 1 3/4-ton truck, 44 ACAV/A¥Qas, 6 Rome Plows, 4 helicopters, 3
1/4-ton trucks, 1 1-ton trailer, 2 bucket lomders, 1 low boy (low bed trailer)
and 1-155mm howitzer destroyed.

2 Enemy: 2,845 YIA (BC), 276 KIA (poss), 293 oaptured, 41 roll-
iers, and 1987 detainees; 1085 individual weapons, 235 orew-servad weapons,
273,342 8A rounds, 236 AT mines, 14,587 anti-personnel mines, 2,251 grenades,
1,540 RPG rounds, 946 mortar rounds, 5,453 bunkers, 74.8 tona of rice, 72
rockets, and 1,270 1bs of explosives captured or destroyed,

(3) Monthly totale US KIA VC KIA VC PW TOT\L ENEMY ELIMINATED
iy e - S

May [f] 557 44 01
June 50 670 5% 723
July a2% 385 29 414

#39 were reported but sinoe that time 4 WIA became KIA, The remaining 11
were lost by the 2/2 Infantry Battnlion while OPCON to the 25th Infantxy Dive

ision,
KILL RATIO ELIMINATION RATIO
May 8.07 8.71
June 13.60 . 14.46

(k) During the raporting period thers were 56 B-52 strikes employed
in conjunotion with general operations. The majority of B=52 strikes wore
targeted againat the buildsup of elements of the 1et and 7th NVA Divisione
outside of the rubber plantations surrounding the An Loc/Quan Loi aren, Come
bined artillary, Tac Air, and ground followsup operations were suocessful
in destroying large enemy base camps and staging areas.

4., +(0) Troining;
(1) Roplacenent tmaining.

() The missionm and objectives of the Division Training Oormand
in training replacements were discussed in the previous zeport,

(v) 'I'_her'o were 5555 replacements trained by the Division school
during this reporting periods .

(o) Sinoce the school opuned on 15 Pebruary 1969, there have been
9,127 replacements trained,

(2) Mobile Training Toamst The following txaining was oonduoted by
MIT during this periods S
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MONTH HOUAS OF I%{STRUC‘I'IG! MAN' HOURS
May 132

© e r——— T T

June 34 946
July 580 45,33
(3) Sniper Trainings
(a) A Divieion Sniper School was formed and started instruction -
on 5 May 69,
(b) During thia reporting p;&riod, 59 aenipera successfully com-
pleted training in an 18-day couxse of instruotion, )

(4) Kit Cerson Scout Trainings During the reporting period, thewe
wora 23 scouts trained by the Division Training Command,

(5) ARW Trainings (a) Infantry Battalion Refresher Training was
compéeted for the 18t Battalion, 9th Regiment, 5th ARVN Division on 19
Muy 90

(b) 1In early June, a Training Circular om ARVN training was pube
lished which has proven moat successful. The DONG TIEN, & "Progress To-
gether™ circular, requires specific actiong by all undts and staff gect=
iona of this Division to assist in upgrading and inproving the 5th ARWN
Division. This is accomplished by co locating an ARVE battsalion with & 184
Infantry Division battalion and establishing a combined TOC to facilitate
combined opaerations, Under thiam program, three ARVN battalions were trained
during this reporting periods The 5th ARWN Diviasion battalions trained waxe:

1 1at Battalion, Sth Regiment

2 4th Battalion, 8th Regiment
3 4th Battalion, Tth Regiment
(6) TIY Schoolss

3 . COURSRE LOCATION NO OF STUDENTS

! MACV Recondo Nha Trang 1
X AARTS Vung Tau 21
AH~1G . Vung Tau 3
AH~1G IP/SIP Vung Tau 1
OH~61 Transition Vung Tau 1
OH-6A IP/SIP Vung Tau 2
Signal Long Binh 23
JEST Republic of Fhilippines 7
PLL Long Binh 12
Audio-Visual Long Binh 3
PACAF Life Support Okinawa 1

es (C) 1Intelligence.

(1) During July, two actions were taken to improve the dissemination
of both current and in-depth intelligence to subordinate commanders and
their staffs, Current intelligence broadcasts, uaing secure speech com-

unicatiore, were scheduled on a four-hour basis. Procedures followed aen-
rgble& units' down to and including battalion to mt.mitor the update of intell-

igence data gained during the previous four hours. To increase the amount
and improve the socuracy of intelligence information available to the con~
bat commander, mobile intelligence briefing teams were dispstched {ron Dive
ision G2 to subordinate battalions to provide in-depth intellignece brief-
ings of interest to the commandex.

(2) 1In response to the need for expediting the ocorrelation of current
intelligence date and developing target information, & G2 targeting section

12
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wag ostablished within the G2 Tactical Operations Center. This section

serves aa the foosl point for immediate coordination of current intelligence
target datn wath the 03 to facilitate & rapid tactical respanse . The re=
sult has been & significant improvement in the timeliness of tactical response.

(3) Inomy order of Battles:

. () The atrengths of enesyy forces operating in the 1st Infantry
Division Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI) is estimated as followss

Main force military personnel....eessesee3,575
Local force military personnel.esesscsessl,500
Total estimated combat astrengthesesecsessss,179

Logistical support personnelsesess1,000

Total strength (estimated) 6,175

(b) The known rates of infiltration appear to have becen adequate
to maintain strength in III CTZ and to increase enery strength in the 1st
Division TA0I. Xnown infiltration into III CT2 rose slightly during iay,
Jun, and Jul 69, Exact current figures for infiltration into tho 1st Infan=
try TAOI are not known,.

(c) Specific reinforcements a'vnilable fronm outside the Division
TAOI are from the 9th, Sth, 7th, and 1st Divisions. All units within the
Division TAOI can be expectod to have artillery units in supports

(d) The accepted locationa of confirmed enemy units within the
Division TAOI and along its periphery ares

COMBAT
UNIT STRENGTH EFFRCTIVENESS  CURRENT PROBABLE LOCATION
5 VC Division
954 1100 c/B YT3780
174th 1100 e/E N-War Zone D, Phuoc Cong Prov
275th 1100 ¢/s N-War Zone D, Phuoc Cong Prov
SEPARATE REGIMENTS
Dong Nai Regt 1000 c/B Song Be Corridox
101 Regt 700 c/E Trapezoid/Boi Loi Woods
69th VC Arty Comd ’
96 Arty Regt 800 ¢/B
K-33 Arty Bn 200 ¢/B North Phuoc Vinh
K-34 Arty Bn 200 o/® NW of Loi Kha
K-35 Arty In 200 c/8 Vio Razorback
Local Force Units
C-61 Ben Cat Co 50 ¢/B Dispersed along Thi Tinh River
C-62 Chau Thanh Co 60 c/E SE of Chanh Luu
€-63 Lai Thieu Co 45 c/E in Son, Leu Thieu
C~-64 Dau Tieng Co 120 ¢/E Southern Michelin area
C-65 Fhu Cong City Plat 50 C/B An Son area
C-300 Dong Nai Co 50 c/B XT9021
¢-301 Fhu Giao Co 80 ¢/B Vic XT8742
€-302 Tan Uyen Plat 70 c/B XT9427
C-303 Co 70 c/B X'19003
81st Rear service 50C K/ Log Area A, War Zone D, large
portion of SK5, U-1, & Ba Bien Pr
834 Rear Servica 500 N/A Log Area C, Long Nguyen Secret

Zone, portions of Thi Ninh Prov,
Soigom, SR-1, & SR-5.

(d) The accepted locationa of confirmed enemy units considored
available as reinforcements axes
13
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0 FP PROB LOCATION
1st NVA Division 4400

168 Regt . 1150 c/B XT3785

95C Regt 1100 c/B XT73280

101 D Regt 1100 c/E xré287
7th NVA MDivisiop 4500 c/B Fish Hook

141 Regt 1000 ¢/ XT9299

165 Regt 1200 o/B XT6294

209 Regt 1200 c/B XU6003

th VC Division 4500 o/e

271 Regt 1100 c/B Straight Edge Woods

272 Regt 1100 o/B W/SW of Tay Vinh

88th Regt 1100 c/B W of Nui Bas Den
274th VC Ragiment 800 c/B YT'2505 v
268th VG Reximent w/AKA 600 c/E Boi Loi Hu Bu Woods
Iron Trisngle Regiment = - - - - -
Local Force Units

8%h Arty Bn 150 ¢/B Dispersad in SRet

9th Arty Bn 150 c/B Dispersed in SR-1

(e) Mein foree oombat units within the 1st Infantry Division TAOI.

1 5th VC Divisions S5th Division action during the reporting
period of May was highlighted by the relocation of two
regiments of the Division and also inoreased attacks in the Dinh Quan and *
Xuan Loc arcas by elements of the Diviaion., On 18 Msey, sappor elemonte of
the Division were identified in an attack against the 18th ARWN division
Headquarters at Xuam Loce The K22 and K24 Arty Battalions of the Division
werc used in a fire support role during the attacke Elements of the 174th
Regiment had been identified in sharp contacts throughout the month in and
around Dinh Quan (vic YT5737). It is believed the Regiment relocated from
War Zone D into the area around 10 May.

a - Elements of the 275th Regiment wers identified on 21 May
in an attack on a FSPB vic YT449289. It was believed that this regiment had
also relocated out of War Zone D for the purpose of conducting attacks against
Highway 20.

b The 95A Regiment remained out of contact during May and was
8till believed to be located in NE U-1 Province. uring the month of June,
elenents of the 95A Regimaent were identified in contact south of Gia Ray
(XT6413). The regiment had not been identified sinco April and probably re-
located through War Zone D and into Gia Rey area during the month of May.
Juring the end of Juns, contacta with the regiment.had dropped off consid-
erably. e

& e 275th Regiment was identified in the La Nga base area.
Since that time the regiment had remained out of contacte Sensor activity
and & rallier report indicated the regiment had relocated to Wni Zone D,

d The 174th Regiment was identified only omce during the
month and indications were that it may have withdrawn to War Zone D also.

2 Since mid-June the 5th Mviaion had remained out of any
pignificant contact, It appeared that the division may have been withdraw-
ing some of its forces from Long Khanh Province northward into Phuoc Long
Province.

14
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Aeriel senaor patterns along with visual reconnaissance indicoted that
eneny aotivity had inoreased along both eaatward and westward sides of
Route 14 from Bunard Speoial Foroes canp northeast to the Duc Phong and
also in the east and southeast of Song Be,

£ A rallier on the 20th of July stated he wo ' & membor of
the 95A Regt, 5th VC Div. He indicated that his regiment he' relocated to
tha southeastorn Phuoc Long area and wap planning attacks on ‘iighway 14 and
on the special forces camp in the area, He stated his battelion had con-
ducted an ambush on Route 14 on 16 July. (Thore was an ambucin on &n allied
convoy on 15 July vic YT220856). It was not clear at this tiie why the 5th
VC Division deployed some elements north into Phuoc Long Provance, but it
indioated one of thrac possibilitiess (1) it was planning to interdiot
Highway 14 and conduct attacks sgainst Fhuoc Long Province; (2) it wos re—
deploying into War Zone C; or (3) the Nivisiaon was moving book to Canbodie.
Intelligence available at tho time did not indicr.te which was nost likely.

At this time it was felt that increasing eneny pressure on
Binh Long and Tay Ninh Provinces could have indicated that the cneuy in the
future might conduct attackas on Phuoc Long Province also, The underlying
purpose of these attacks could be to strengthen the enamy's hold in these
areas, which in turn could aid in setting up their People's Revolutionary
Government.

2 2Jong Nai Regiments

& May 1969z It appears that during Moy the Dong Nai Regiment
had been trying to maneuvex three of its four battaliens into the southern
ares of SR-1,

(1) K1 Bns Elements of the K1 Battalion wore identified
in the area north of Tan Uyen during the month &nd it was believed that the
wholae battalion was working in this area, On 29 May & P/ captured east of

Lai Thicu wos identified as a member of the K1 Bn. There has been no further
infornation on this IW, but his identification of the battalion in this ares
indicated the possible relocation of some K1 elements out of the area north
of Tanw Uyen end into the southern area, possibly to ald support te other ele-
ments of the Dong Nai located theres A FW captured on 18 May vic XT923425
stated ho was a member of C1/K1 Battalion. Source stated battalion's strengtt
wag approxinately 200 - 225 men., Documents found on 19 May vic YT 059442
identified the X1 Battalion. During June K1 elements were believed to be
still located north of Tan Uyen. The battalion was still believed to be tar-
geted againstrallied units in Tan Uyen, Binh l§y, and Jdinh Co areas,

(2} K2 Bns The K2 Battalion, which had suffered serious
logses in the An Son since Dec 68, was held at & strength of 60 - 80 mens
Analysis indicated it would leave An Son to receive replacements; & 9 May
P¥ from tho X3 Bn and & 11 May W from the recon section, K4, confirmed this
move. The latter FW stated the battalion had moved to the Boi Loi Woods
area vic XT8940, historically & Dong Nai bame areas On 23 May & mephor of
the 03/K2 rallied viec XT7894164. . He stated that K2 had gone north and was
retuming south again. On 29 May a P¥ captured vic XT9036 was & momber of
C1/K2. He stated his company had boen located in a base camp at Dan Ghe
&gx&% location unknc'ng‘,.then moved south to the An Son area in September.

e had stayed behind in the base camp because of illness, and was cap-
tured on a rice supply mission to Binh My village. The K2 Bn was last con=-
tacted in the An Son area in late March., PW statements indicates it had re-
located out of the ares Juring late April- or early May and had been replaced
by the K3 Battalion,

(3) X3 Bny The K3 Battalion was located in the Song Be
Corridor vigc XT8142 with & probable mission of securing the regiment head™
uartors., Hard intelligence indicetes this unit has now began its southem
aployment. 6 May P@ from Di An local forces stated ho had attended a
neeting with 13 NVA from the K3 Battalion who were sent to replace losses in
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the DL An local force unit. A 10 May KIA in the same area (XT969057) was
idontified as the CO of the K3 Battalion. A 9 May oontact in the An Son
resulted in the death of the CO of the €3/K3 Bn and the capture of & FW from
the same unit, IW stated that 30 men of hie company, led by the CO, had
arrived in An Son on 8 May to replace the K2 Battalion, I/s ocaptured on 15
May from the C2/K3 stated the K3 is looated in An Son and plans to infil-
trate Saigon and attack the outskirts of the oity. A PW captured on 20 May
vio XT878051 was idontified as & member of the finanoe section of S8R5, He
stated that olements of the K3 are now located in an area south of Lei Thieu,
nission unknowmn. Muring the month of May two companies of the K3 (€2/C3)
wera idontified in the lower area, It ie probadle at this time that the bat-
talion has fully relooated into this area and is spread out between JAn Son,
Lai Thieu, and Ji in, Mission of the battalion, as indicated by tha 15 May
Fi, is to attack around the outskirts of Saigon.

(4) ¥4 Bn: The K4 Battalion was also located in the Song
Be Corridor but wam known to have sent cadre and reconnaissance elenonts
socuth as oarly as Feb 69 to recon the Thu Duc area. Recent infiltration of
K4 elements on 11 May when.a FW captured vy ARWN elements vic XT878040 was
idontified as a member of the reqon platoon, X4 Battalion. Bnsed on infore
mation provided by this !, a oontact was initiated the following day néar
his place of capture, resulting in the death of the CO of the X4 Battalion,
The IW statoed that 52 men of the K4 had originally arrived in the An Son in
Feb 69, but oontact had reduced their strength to 28. Documents captured
on 18 May vic XT7859356 identified elements of the X4 Battalions, On the 20th
of May a FW ocaptured vio XT8205 was identified as a menmber of the finunoe
section of 3R5, He stated that the C4 CO, X4 Bn, had infiltrated into the
Thu Duc area with a strength of 60 men. Thoir mission was unknown, On 29
May vic XT806310 a PW was captured and identified ams a mombexr of the recon
platocn, ¥4, Dong Nai Regiment. He stated that he was & nessenger from a
forward headquarters, ¥4 element in An Son, and was carxying letters to the
K4 headquarters located at Dong Trang (H) XT870370. Subject stated he had
reconned the aroa of Vuon Thon (outpost) XT8307 for & future attacke Although
only one oompany of the K4 had been identified in the southorn area it was
believed that the battalion was trying to relocate all of its units into the
[ $4:1 ¥9

L June 19693 Thé Dong Nai Reginent refrained from initiate
ing any significent contact during the month of June, but was believed to
have suffered heavy lossag due to allied operations in the lower Lan Son.
Ms end documents captured in late May confirmed that the regiment's mission
was 10 relocate its battalions southward into the areas of Lai Thiou, Thu
Duc, 4n Son, and M An, These battalions were for futurs offensive actions,
Elements of three of the battalions (K2, K3, and ¥X4) had desloyed into the
An Son and Lai Thieu areas, but pre-emptive actions by allind forces took
a heavy toll on these unita.

(1) Tho X1 Battalion refrained from any significant act-
ion and was believed to be still operating north of Tan Uyen ccordinating |
with local force units and resupplying out of Binh My (U).

(2) The K2 Battalion was balieved to have withdrewn to the
lower Song Be Corridor, PWs captured in the An Son stated that they were
nmembers of the (8 Heavy Weapona Company, K2 Battalion. They stated that C8
was left behind when K2 relocated northward in May to receiva replacements.
IWs confirmed that K2 was dragtioally under-strength and that there were
only 10 men from the battalion left in tha An Son area,

(3) The K3 Battalion had been identified numerous times
during the monthe Allied operations in the An Son are believed to have re~
duced the battalion's strength from 200 men to approximately 50 mens. IWs
and ralliers captured throughout the month in the An Son stated that K3 elee
mente had relocated to tha area for the purpose of replacing the K2 Battalion.
The units identified in the An Son were the C2 and C3 companies, K3 Bn. The
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C2/K3 was believed to have moved to the M An area and the hoadquarters, K3,
was believed to be still looated in tha Song Be Corridor. Eecause of per-
sonnel losses it was considered probable that K3 would withd-aw its elenments
from the lower areme

(4) The X4 Battalion wns identified only once during the
month of Juno, A FW oaptured in the Chanh Luu area stated he was on a rice
nission to Chanh Luu., He also stated that his ccmpany, C5/K4, ves locateq
in the Song 3e Corridor with the rest of the battalion. Wis prior to his
capture had indicated that K4 had moved couth, however, there was no hard
intelligence at the time to substantiate either version. At the end of Jun,
the Dong Nai Reginent was expected to withdraw into secure base arcas for o
standdown period with a mission of receiving replacenents and resupplying.

July 69t The Dong Nai Regiment on 14 July ounducted its
first significont offensive action in months by attacking the 775th RF cone
pound at Hoa Lol (vic X78226), This uotion may have been indiocative of future
plans of the rogiment to launch attacks against allied unite in SR5, with the
probable mission of strengtheniig their hold on certain areas and oponing up
infiltration routea to the southern Lem Son area, The regiment is believed
to have ite forces spread throughout Binh uong Province with modorate to
heavy concontrations of its elements in the area of the wemstern Catcher's
Mitt, lower Song Be Corridor, and the An Loc - Hoa Lol areas. Allied opers
ations throughout the lower Lam Son aroa are believed to have preempted any
plans tho Dong Nai may have had of large saale offensive aotions in this arvea.

(1) .The K1 Battalion has romained relatively inaotive dure
ing July. 4\ contact northeast .of Phu Loi identified elements of tho battale~
ion moving south., This identifioation may be an indiocator that K1 woe dew
ploying some of its elements into the swuthemm area with a possible mission
of strengthening other ong Nai units already located there, It is believed
that the major portion of the battalion is atill looated in the westem
Catchor's Mitt, with the oontinuing mission »f resupplying out of Dinh Ny
village, .
. (2) On 11 July the 05/K2 company cnd elements of the K4
Pattalion initiated an attack against the 775th RF compound at Hoa Loi (U)
vic XT823265, . T'W captured after the attack stated that the mission of Lis
unit was to replace K4 elements in the An Loc = Hoa Lol area. After the at-
tack, ©5 elements were to move back to an area vic XT7830., On 18 July a
contact in this arca resulted in 2 VC KIA and dvcuments which again idente
ified the 05/K2, There has been no further intelligence to indicate that
other elemonts of the K2 have moved into this area, and the order of battle
holds the major portion of the battalion in the lower Song Be Corpidor, Its
probable mission is to await replacements and relocate to either An Log =
Hoa Loi area or to the lower Lam Son area,

(3) fThe K3 Battalion is believed to still have its three
companies spread out through the lower Lam Son areas the C1 Company in Di
An; and the €2 and C3 Companies in An Son., Pws had indicated that the bat-
talion may have been having supply problems in this area. Thii problem,
coupled with the battalion's raecent personnel losses will probably cause it
to relocate north out of this arsa. The K3 Battalion is held at /. strength
of 50 - 70 men and is oconsidered non-combat effectives

(4) The K4 Battalion was identified only once duria: the
reporting period., This eolement was believed to be either the {1 or C4 L.m-~
peny of the K4 Battalion. This unit wae involved in an attack un Hoa Loi
compound on 11 July. There had been no further identification of the battale
ion during the month and the major portion of the unit (approximately 175
men) was helieved to be looated in the.Song Be Corridors

2 101st VC Regiments The 101at Regiment is presently composed
of three battalions, the Long An 1, Long An 2, and Long An 3, totalling about
700 personnel. Juring the repofting period, May through July 69, the bat-
talions of the 101at Regiment moved north from the Citadel areas The 1st and
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3rd Bns are thought to be in the Boi Loi Woods while the 2nd Bn and regi~
mental HQ are held to be in the westem Trapesoid. Owing to heavy losses
suffered during the month of May, the Regiment is cuxrently not combat eff=
gotive, and nrobably will not initiste any attacks until it has recoived
replacenments and supplies. In the ooming months, the 2nd Bn and Regt HQ
will probably reloocate out of the Trapesoid, possibly into the Boi Loi Woods
area or the Long Nguyen Seoret Zonee.

3 Local force units within the 1st Infantry Division TAOL.

The C61 Local Force Companys The C61 avoided contact dur-
ing May and most of June., On 27 June, & rallier said that he was from the
Mobile Ranger Unit (poseibly the C3 Sapper unit) of C61. During July, the
C61 was believed located along the Thi Tinh River vic XT6735. The nission
was thought ¢o be assassination of Hoi Chanhs, and possibly attacks by fire
on ollied positions in the Ben Cat area. On 30 July, & rallior who was the
Assistant Politioal Officexr of the Ben Cat Nistriot Committee idontified the
positions of the following units which are associated with the C61: the mil~
itary affairs section of the Ben Cat Nistrict Committee (stranath A2), the
61 (strength 52); the security sectionj the C3 Sapper Company (strength 17)3
the €4 Morter Flatoons and the C5 Womens Mortar Support Platoon (strength 20
women). The conter of mase of these units was XT7138., The C61 will likely
continue with its mission of assassination of Hoi Chanhs and harassing allied
installations in the area. The ocapture of geveral mortars on 1 Jugust from
the C4 mortar platoon may temporarily preclude attacks by fire in the vicine
ity of Ben Cat.

b 062 Chau Thenh “istrict Companys During the months of
Moy end June 062 avoided contacts. It is believed that the €62 is able to
recruit veplacements whenever needed. On 10 July, the C62 was identified
by 2 P Ws who atated they supplied C4/K4, Dong Nai Rogiment, with mortar
rounds, The unit is alao directly aassisting the rhu Chanh Village Committes,
Also in the month of July there have been numerous ogent reports atating the
C62 is in the area of XT890270. The July Pis stated this is the ganeral
vicinity of their unit,

¢ ©63 Lai Thiew District Unit: The €63 was inactive in May
and was not oontacted or identified. Muring June, the unit suffered the
loas of two company commanders, Sau Dinh Nho, on 5 and 27 June respectively
and this unit has undoubtadly been demoralizad as & result. The C63 has
lost approximately 30 men during the month of June. On 4 July, allied forces
received a Chieu Hoi who stated the C63 has been nearly eliminated by GVN
operations in their A0, He also stated that the unit is now broken down into
two and three men groups hiding to avoid contact.

4 064 Looal Force Companys The C64 was not contacted during
Mey, but in June was believed to have conducted a series of mortar attecks
on Dau Tienz. The relocation of villagers from the Michelin area has forced
the C64 to oporate in small units, with elements thought to be dispersed
throughout the Michelin axea. On 25 July at XT398458, 2 Ws identified the
C64 and were apparently on & resupply mission. The C64 is currently believed
to have the mission of mortaring nau Tieng and supplying guides to main force
units in the area, The strength of the unit is believed to be 120 men and
womene .

065 Phu Cuong City Platoon: Muring the month of May, the
C65 was inactive and no identification or oontacts wexe recorded, AP
approhended on 6 June stated the mission of the unit waa o attack ARVN out-
poats in the ares of the An Son. The unit was not contacted in July and
their mission probadbly remains the same.

£ ©301 Phu Giao Companys The C301 was not contacted during
the month of May. On 28 June, the 1st Cav Division received a rallier who
stated hae was & former politioal officer of the C301, He stated that the .
unit had & mission to counter US pasychological operations and8id nein foree w
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in the area, The unit has not been contacted or identified since.
fa (C) Logistiose

(1) on 1 June 1969 & program was implemented to issue M17 protective
masks .t0 all incoming personnel undergoing indoctrination at the Mvieion
Training Command (7€), Personnel were t5 test and £it their merks during
training at the DTC and »etair them throughout their tour with the Division,
Upon DEROS, personnel turn in their masks to DIC for reissuc to newly arrived
raplacements. .

(2) 2uring July a program to issue 116 Rifles at the DIC to incoming
replacements being assigned to maneiver unjte was developed. A noew soldier
would zero his weapon dwring indostrination training and retain the same
weapon throughout his tour with the 2ivision. The program is scheduled for
implementation on 1 Auguet 1969, Seversl problems are envisioned regarding
the proper accountability for the weapon between receipt upon arrival in the
division and the individual's arrival at his assigned unit. Also the rapid
returmn of weapons from combat units to the DPC for reissue to incoming per-
sonnel nmey present difficulties. A thorough analysia of the progranm will te
included in the ORLL for the period ending 31 October.

(3) “lanning and coordinating for the logistical support of the com-
bined US/ARVN Overation DONG TIEN wes vegun early in the planning phage of
the operation. Face-to-face coordination at all levels proved most effective.
Bvexry effort was made to encourage ARVN counter-parte to establish & re-~
liable, workable supply line.

8o (C) Organizations Few organizational changes took place within the
18t Infantry Division during the yeporting period.

(1) UBARY General Order Numbex 1657, 10 May 1969, assigned the 269th
Meld Artillery Detachment Radar to the 1st Infantry Divisions 18t Infantry
Division Generel Ordar Number 4124, 20 May 1969, attached the 269th Field
Artillery Detachment Radar to Headquarters and Headquarters Dattery, 1st In-
fantry Divieion Artillery. The battery consists of one officer and eight
enlisted men.

(2) Attached to 1st Infantry Division by USARV General Order Numbex
301, 14 Mar 69, was Operating Location 3, 5th Weather Squadron. 1st Infantry
Division Genoral Order Number 4874, 3 Jun 69, attached Operating Loo#tion 3
S5th Weather Squadron to 1st Aviation Battalion, Combat Woather Toan ¥2 to 23
Brigade, 18t Infantry Dvision and Combat Weather Team #3 to 3d drigade, 1at
Infantry Divisione

(3) ‘18t Infantry Division General Order Number 4871, 1 Jun 69, reorg-
anized the 35th and 41st Infantry Platoon® (Scout Dog) under MTOE 7-167G,
Authority for the reorganization was USARPAC General Order Number 34,-16
Jan 69. -The platoons are now authorized 1 officer and 27 enlisted men eachs

(4) e 618t Infantry Platoon (Tracker Nog) was reorgenized under MTOE
7~167E by 18t Infantry Division General Order Number 5777, 23 Jun 69, Auth-
ority for the reorganization was USARPAC General Order Number 89 dated 31
Jan 69. Under MTOE 7-167E, the 61st Infantry Platoon (Tracker Dog) is auth~-
orized 1 officer and 22 enlisted men. 'The change had little effect on equip~
zente

(5) Movement of the.Division's 1st.Brigade from Quan Loi to Dau Tieng
required the following organizationsal changes published in 1st Infantry Dive
ision General Order Number 6141, 29 Jun 693 the 35th Infantry Platoan (Seout
Dog) was attached to 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division; and the 41st Infantxy
Platoon (Scout Dog) end the 61st Infentry Platoon (Tracker Dog) ware attached
to 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Divieion.
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he (C) Pacifiocstion Canpaign,

(1) 7o assist GW in oxpanding its influence throughout the area, em-
phasis was placed on upgrading all hamlets within the Division TAOI, espece
ially targot hamleta,

(2) At the beginning of the period, ist Division had responsibility
for the paoifiocation of “target hamlets™ in 12 distriocts located in 4 diffor-
ent provinces,

(2) Muring Moy and Jun 1969, 1et Bde was responsible for 40 such
hamlets in FPhuoc Long and Binh Long Provinoes in what was known as the "north-
em tier", In this ares, pacificaticr wac a secondary mission due to the
etrength of NVA forces., However, the 1at 3de did assist GVN forces by provid-
ing helpful security to threatened humleta when requested. On or about 22
June,1969, the "horthern tier™ was tumed over to the 1st Cav Divieion and
the 1gt Bde was redeployed into Binh Tueng Sector, At th< same time, the
18t Division assumed responsibility for Tri Tam Divcrict from the 25th Dive
ision, The new bouniary ajjustment gave 1st Bde responsibility for the north-
exn half of Tri Tam Digtriet which included the Michelin llontation, Dau
Tieng, and the hamlet of Suoi Dua, 2 km south of Dau Tieng.

(b) The AC and mission of the 2@ Bde to conduct operations in supe
port of pacification ramained unchanged during this periods Increased em-
phaasis was placed on upgrading both hamlets and RF/PF units in the areas
so that GWN forces could assume moxe of the territorial securaty missions in
and around the hamlets and villages. The 2d Bde had respongibility for 108
target hamlets during May and June. This accounted for 60% of all hamlets
and 95% of the total population within the Division TAOI, DBy late June and
July the 2d Bde had responsibility for all but 6 target hamlets within the
divieion's T.OI and 98% of the population.

(o) Vnhen the 1st Bde redeployed from the “northern tier" in late
June 69, the 3d Bde A0 was adjusted to include the southern half of Txi Tam
Jgtrict, Tho 334 Bde's primery mission was to conduct opevatioms &long the
Sajgon River to interdiect VC supply routes and destray VC/VCI/NVA forces.
The 4 hamlets located along the Saigon Rivex in 'Tri Tam were not targeted
for pacifications The brigade's only responsibility in the area of pacifi-
cation was an overwatech of those hamlets located in Ben Cat Distxict which
are a part of the 8th ARWN Regiment, 5th ARVN Division's A0,

(3) Mme paocification goals for Moy and June of the reporting period
dfd not change., Both GVWN and US forces wers asotively engaged in upgrading
selected target hamlets to a “C™ category so that by December (9, at least
90% of the populace throughout the area would be living in *“C% category
hamlets or better. A “C® category hamlet, by the Hamlet BEvaluation System
(HES) oriteris, is one in which the military control of the VC has been
broken, at least 50% of the external VC units have been destroyed, most of
the VCI have been identified, and the key leaders eliminated.

{(4) In July 69, in the wake of announcements of impending US reda-
ploynent, President Thieu inetituted & naw Accelerated Pacification Cam-
paign (APC) for meccnd semester 1969 ( 1 Jul - 30 Oct 69), The purpoae of
the new campaiga is o upgrade present ®C® category hamlets so that at least
50% of the populace are living in “B® category hamlets by 30 Octobar 1969.

A "B* hamlet, by HES criteria, is one in which the VCI have been identified
and most of the leaders eliminated, sufficeint police are available for both
day and nizht overwatch, hamlet officials have been elected and are living
in the hamlet, no VC bases are within & 6 hour walk, and the VCI have virtu-
ally no influence upon the populnce. The concept of target hamlets was
changed in ,July 1969, Under the APC in 1968 and the firat half of 1969, up~
grading selected target hamlets was sccomplished, In the new campaign, pop-
ulation is the most important factor and al} hanmleta throughout the RW have
been targeted for pacificetion.
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(5) Due to outdated and superseded portions of the pacification LOI
9-69, a new LOI wes drafted and incorporates new goals and new ideas to mske
the second semester 1969 APC a success. 'he LOI is expected to be published
early in the next reporting period,

(6) The statistics on the pacification status of hamlets are as fol-

lowms

(a) Facification Status of Target Hamlets within TAOI asz of 31
May 19693
IROVINCE SISTRICT HAMLETS POPULATION

ABC 3IE VC TOTAL

Phuoec Long Thuoc Binh 9 5 0 14 6,169
Bo Muc 4 0 O 4 1,512
Binh Long An Loc 5 8 0 13 5,627
Loc Ninh 7 1+ O 8 3,810
Cnon Thanh o 1 0 1 333
Binh Muong  Lai Thieu 23 0 O 23 34,548
Chau Thanh 11 5§ 0 15 23,498
Ben Cat 7 1 0 8 18,655
Thu Giao 6 0 0 6 7,984
Bien Hoa Tan Uyen 9 0 O 9 15,093
M An 3% 0 O 36 34,845

Gia Jinh Thu e 38 6 0 44 5
"TOT. 182 249,851

Populace living in A4, B, & C hamlets = 95%

(v) Facification status of Target Hamlets within 9AOI as of 30
June 19693

Binh Muong  Lai Thieu 9 0 0 9 9,138
Chau Thanh 12 0 0 12 17,959

Jen Cat 7 3 © 10 16,959

Tri Tan 2 0 O 2 3,1M

Fhu Giao 2 0 0 2 3,927

Bien Hoa Tan Uyen 5 0 O 5 74332
M oAn 3 0 0 6 28,060

Gia Dinh Thu Duc 319" 0 © 115,78
TPOTAL 120 212,092

Populace 1iving in A, B, & C hamlets = 97%

(¢) Facification Status of Total Hamleta within TAOI as of 30
July 13693

Binh Tuong Lai Thieu 33 0 O 33 47,673
Chau Thanh 49 0 O 49 111,757
Ben Cat 1 3 0 14 26,357
Tri Tam 6 2 2 10 17,042
Yhu Giao 3 0 O 3 4,539
Bien Hoa Tun Uyen 10 0 O 10 16,240
Di An 3 0 0 36 38,060
Gia Dinh Thu Muc 49 0

i’ B e
Populace,living in A, B, & C hamlets = 96%
Populace living in A & B hamlets = 40%

(7) Pacification hag continued to be highly sucoessful within the

18t Infantry Division's TAOI primarily because of the aggressive combinad
efforts of GVN and US forces in support of pacification.
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4. (€) Psychological Operations.

(1) Psychological Operations this quarter were aimed &t threo goneral
target groupss .

(s) Civilians
{b) NVA Soldiera
(C) VC Soldiers and their relatives
(2) uring the quarter 1362 missiona were conducted; 277 hours and 25
minutes of broadcast time and 105! houra and 30 mimutes of ground operations

were employed in support of the Division. The following is 8 breakdown, by
unit, of support operationss

UNIT Mgssiang BROADCAST TIME GROUND OPERATIONS
18t Bda 157 42325 49130

an R4a 982 189325 853115

3rd Bde 243 45335 1481

TOTAL 1382 277329 1051130

Jo (C) Civic Action/Civil Affairs,

(1) ¢ivic action projects during the past quarter have been primarily
in support of the GVN 1969 Pacification Plan. These projects complement
the: plans laid by the village/hamleta to inprove their econonic situation.
US support is being de-emphasized and ARVN/GVN‘ inage is being raised by
streseing thelir assistance and atability.

(2) 195 10APS were conducted, treating 15,623 petients in the Divis-
ion A0, The GVN ia gradually assuming responsibility for these operstions,
thereby assisting greatly in developing & more positive attitude in the
populace toward the governuent's ability to care for its own peoplee

2, (C€) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Obpervations, Evaluations,
and Recommendations.

a. {(U) Personnmels Nona

b, (¢) Operations:
(1) DBunker Construction.

(a) Observation: Relow-ground bunkers ai'e impractical during the
rainy seasone

{v) Eveluations Considerably mors engineer effort is oxpended in
the waterprcofing of underground personnel bunkers thon above-ground bunkers.
The intense rainfall causes underground bunkers o £il} with water even
aftoxr ¢nnsiderable engineexr attention to drainags.

(c) Recommendations Unless absolutsly necessary, future personrel
bunkers should be constructed above ground. If fighting positiona are built
sbove ground, the height normally used in & fox hole should be reduced one
third to one half to maintain & low gilhouette, Occupants should fight fgon
the kneeling position.

(2) Mine Sweepings

(a) Obsgrvations Mine sweep teams frequently have been required
to perform sweep operationa in the early evening and the hours of darkness.

(b) Evaluations The effeotiveness of a mine sweep teom is greatly
reduced during the hours of darkness., The vast majority of nmines found are
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deteoted visually and would not be foumd by means of flashlights or axtillexy
illumination. In addition, trip wires and other booby traps are difficult
$0 ‘detact in periods of reduced visability.

(c) Recommgndgtjons If the tactiocal situatiom permits, cormmanders
should make every attempt to sccomplish sweep operations during daylighte

(3) FSB Constructions

(a) Observations Infantry brigade and battalion commandcra some-

times do not allow time for proper engineer preparation of & fire support
base before infantry and artillexy units move into the position,

(b) Evaluations During the rainy season it is essontial that roads
and drainage be constructed in new fire support hases prior to occupanoy.
Branplds exist in which no prior engineer work was performed and the FSH be-

2&mo lscucah 6 mud hole that it was untenablo and had to he closed after only
Wa0oK,

(c) Regommendations If mcvement into a new fire support base is
required during the rainy season, sufficient time should be allowed for con-

struction of roads and drainage by engineers prior to occupancy by artillery
and infantry,

(4) Anmbushes,

(a) Observations “Bushwhacking®™ type ambushes have resulted in
substantial ‘enemy losses., However, these types of operations were not nearly

as successful in June as they were in May.

(b) Bvaluations Indications were that continuous bushwhacking

opéi‘&.tima had sot a pattern that was disoemed by the eneryys Realizing the
danger, ho was able to concentrate on avoiding these ambushes.

(cg Recommendations Alternate bushwhacking and ground reconnsis~
sance operationsj concentrate- bushwhacking tactics in jungle areas where
base camps are known to exiate

(5) Secugjng Supply Routes and Convoya.

(a) Observstions Periodically the enemy haa initiated ambushes of
supply convoys aleng Highway 13, The ambushes, linear with about 30 - 40
troops, were executed vigorously and withdrawn quickly and silently.

(v) Evaluations After a successful enemy ambush, the brigade will
inundate the area with friendly forcess, However, once these forces have
slimmed down, the enemy returns and begins the cycle again., To ond the prob-
lem, such ambushes must be foreseen, and eliminated before they strike,

(c) Recommendations Good intelligence and economy of force must
be the guides of the securing unit., Various ways of securing roads without
conmitting & large force are: beefing up convoy security elaments with armoxs;
armored sweeps; outposting the roads with infentry at key locations; exten=~
sive visual reconnaissance by hunter-killer temmss and establish friendly
ambughes near likely ambush sites. In addition, all forces used employ &
random schedule, avoiding regular patterns,

(6) Land Clearing Oparstions.

(a) Observations Rome Plows are oftemn exposed without armored and
infantry forces acting as security.

(b) Evaluations As the use and effectiveness of Rome Plow operst-
ions increases and the enemy becomes more aware of this throat, the amount
of enemy harassment ia slasc likely $o becoma greatex,

(c) Decommendntioms It is imperative that ground reconnaisgance
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operations be conducted befors and during Rome Plow cuts., Such security
meagsures should detect enemy presence and prevent surpriase attacks on the
plows,

(1) ¥c_Booby Trape.

(a) Ohgervationt Units conducting patrols have found gronades
half submerged in mud with. pins pulled., The grenades are placed upside-
down end will detonate if disturbed in any manner, They have been found
high banks and streams that were diffioult to cross and had only one or
two omossing sites. They have also been found in the shade of troes about
one foot awxy from the base of the tree, mo an individual seeking the shade
of the tree would detonate the grenade,

(b) Evaluations To prevent camualties, all amall unit leaders
should be advised of VC use of such booby traps.

(c) Regommendations That & comprehensive list of booby traps loc-

gt:ddin a division area be distributed to unit leaders and continually up-
‘ ° ®

(8) Dgylight Anbushes and Stalker Operatjions.

() Obgarvniiga As oneny aotivity steadily haos decroasod, the
stalker/ambush operation has proven to be the most ‘successful technigna for
finding tha enomys

(&) Bvaluations Ieylight operations center on the stalker oper-
ation and daylight ambushes,. As enemy activity in the A0 decreases and he
becomes less willing to stand sud fight, increamed stealth has been necess-
ary to detect the VC. The use of daylight ambushes has proven successful

in intercepting enemy who attempt to flee the area ahead of the stalkexr ele~
mont,

(¢) Recommendations That all division olements consider the use
of daylight ambushes in conjunction with stalker operations.

(9) Controllipz- Y0 Movenent iy Larce Junglos:

(a) Obgervations It is dirficuit to locste and stop the movement
of gmall groups of VC in the Catcher's Mitt, a large area of primarily jun-
ple terrsin.

(b) Evaluations A technique was developed to detect and react to
this movement. The airborne personnel detector (Dloodhound) was used every
day that aircraft were available. Asrial observation was provided by USAP
forward air controliers (FAC) , the LOH pilot from & huntez-killer team, and
an artillery observer in the B oodhound shipe When the. VC were de‘cecte& Yy
any of these means, 8 prompt response was possidle ueing artillery, air
strikes, the cobrs from the hunter-killer team, the FAC aircraft rockets, or
the machineguns mounted on the helicopterss .If dictated by the nature of the
target, troops were inserted in the target area, This technique provided a
reliable and repid means of reducing VC movament through lsrge jungle areas,

(c) Recommendations That other FWMAF use this technique in large
Jungle areas,

e. (0) Training,
(1) Sniper Training.

(a) Observations Limited ranges and fields of fire, especially in
jungle ambughes, have limited the effactivéness of enipers.

(b) Evaluations Ambush positions near roads, Rome Plow cute,
streamp and open fields proved the beat locations for enipers; however,
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ambushes should not have their selection based on aniper capabilities alone.

ER T

(e) Recommendations All members of an ambush, eapeciclly the small
unit leader, should be trained in sniper techniques to insure that snipers
are positioned as advantageously as possible, Such training can be conducted
at the bz:igade or hattalion level, .

(2) XO0S Training.

(a) Observation: The conatant flux of skilled signal personnel dus
to rotation requirements produces above average training needs.

(b) Evaluations The need to.shift resourcea and fullfill xotation
dates requires & constant source of MOS trained perscnnel to operate and
maintain eophisticated signal equipment., It has been found that the short

MOS refresher course provided by the 1st Signal Brigade at Long Dinh is an
excellent remedy.

{c) Recommendationt That the facilities at Long Binh Le expanded
toizfoviﬁdog additional quotas for Division Signal Battalion and tactical-size
unit's .

(3) In Country Aviassion Training,

(a) Observations The Aviation Dattalion is experiencing an in~
crease in the number of night air Dissiona,

(v) Evaluations The increased nuiber of night missions being pexw
formed by the battelion indicated & need for more emphasis on night traine~
ing, especially when flying under marginal weather conditiona,

(¢) Recommendstions That emphasia be place& on night flying during
the initial in-country orientation and currency ride, A minimum of one hour
should be flom at night during the orientation,

ds (C) Intelligence.
(1) Mine Reporting.

(l) Observations Frequently Intelligence Summaries report the same
nmine incident twice at different locations,.

(b) Evaluations When a mine is detected by & mine sweep team,it
is reported through the 1st Engineer Battalion TOC, The sscurity element of
the mine sweep operation also sends in a mine report, but through his bag-
talion headquarters. When both reports reach G2, it frequently appears that

two different mine incidents have occurred since slightly different coordi-
3 nates are sometimes reporteds

(c) Recommendations That mine incident reports resulting from
sweep operations be routcd through the 18t Enginecr Bottalion TOC.

es (U) Logisticas None
fo (U) Orgenizations None
g+ (C) Pacificatiom.

(1) VeI Hamlet Tean.

(a) Obgervations Some hamlets in Thu Duc required additional work
to bring up their HES ratings.

(v) Evaluations The 2-18 Inf is employing & VCI hamlat team cone
sisting of 6 US personnel, 3 Kit Carson Scouts, one national policoman, and
one interpreter, The tcam works with one hanlet for an extended period of
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time to breck the VC contact with their supporters in the hanlets, to detect

and neutralize VCI and sympathizers, to provide inoreased security, and to
gain the confidence and respect of the people im the hamlet.

(o) .R_ecoqrggp_gzg;_o_n_:' Other battalicns with a pacification mission
should consider the use of & Hamlet Team.

h. (C) Qther: , fombined: U3/ARVN Operations - (DONG TIEN).
(1) Command and Control.

"(s) Obsorvations Delegation of authority in many ARVN units is
1linited,

(b) Bvaluations Practioslly sll dooisions affecting the ARVS bat-
talion are nade by the battalion ocommander, Little in the way of planning
can ho acvomplished in his absence. He is reluctant to permit individual
company operations away from the 3D,

(c) Recommendatioms Commanders should anticipate this and inite
ially attempt to onsure the battalion commandex's presence whanovor actions
cre taken to domonstrate the benefits of decontralization of dscision making,

(2) Fire Support Bages,

{a) Observatioms DNifficulties wers encounterad in pinpointing ARVN
personnel locationa,

(b) Evaluations ARVN wunite continually have unscheduled woodcutting
and wator carrying details wandering outside of the NDP, and washing details
in and erxound neighboring villages. Theae forms of uncharted movement out-
side the NDP and in the proximity of US road security forcea require a max~
imum control of US fires and virtuolly preclude test firing of weapons orx
reconnaissance by fires .

(c) Recommendations All US elements in the proximity of ARVN units
oust be informed of their suspected looatione US units must not engage any
target without previous positive identification. PFor the test firing of
weapons as well as useful training, & range-and berm can be constructed,

(3) Forimeter Defenie.
torimoter Jofensas

(a.) Observations Significant differences were noted in the coniuct
of NP perimetexr defenme.

(b) Evaluations ARVN bslleves in saturation ambushes and LPs around

. 1000_met -
g}\}gege?&% 339?3?033%1{%01’?'? pﬁ.\'ggimsogaﬁs@d blggkgﬁeaggngugffig}%gh dg?-o

cons,

(¢) Recommendations Each unit at the evening briefing, the trty LO
briefs the proposed fire plan for the NDP and explains why defcons anu counter
mortar grids cannot be fired - normally due to the proximity of ARVN APs.

This serves as an excellent vehicle to begin discussing our defense SOP of
& wgll of fire, : :

(4) Centrol.

(a) Observations Locations of ARVN Companies are often reported
incorrectly., .

(b) Ewaluations There is & tondency of ARVN companies to float
out of predesignated A0s and, in general, not he exactly where they are re-
portedly located.

(c) Recommendations The S3 cen moke certain that the A0 boundsries
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on the ARWN battalion commander's map are drawn oorrectly, The accurate
raporting of locations should be & constant topic of conversationygiwean
battalion cormondemw, Joint 'VRs with the U3 83 or commander and the ARVS
battalion commander during whioch the latter has hed his troops pop smoke

to {densary lnelir locations, have effectively brought the point home that
ARVWN company commanders are not accurately reporting their locations. Making
a LOH available to'the ARVN battalion commander aids in this respoct
addition, thie tends to make him nmore independent and readily inclined to
start enall unit operations in the interior of the AU, ’

(5) Communications,

(s) Obgorvations Communications betwecn co-squal commanders posas
a sarious problem,

(v) Evaluations Communications and support betweon the two bat-
talion commanders and their ataffs has been & key to the success of aevery
joint operation,

(c¢) Recommondations A combined T0C, combined briefing, cnd a
daily combined operations coordination meeting are essential so that both
sides know what the othor is doing. Of extreme importance is keepingthe
US advisor inforned and actually participating.

(6) Anbughes,

(a) Observations ARVN units have been using ambushes in place of
fire support rather than using them to interdint enemy movement.

(b) Evaluationt To date, ARWN ambushes have not been aubushes in
the true sensg of the word. They serve primarily as security points pro=-
tecting NOPs or company RONs,

(¢) Rocommendations Joint discussion and explaration can inprove
the utilization of ARVN ambush assets ao that they are more offensively
oriented, :

(7) Search Techniques.

(a) Obgervations ARVN's ability to search bunkers and locate
caches seens to be equel 'or better than that of US unitam.

(b) Evaluations The ARVNs have displayed a good ability to con=-
duct detailed searchee of specific aream, Thoy know how to recognize poss-
ible cache sitos and tunnel complexas,

(c¢) Recommendationt ARWN seai'ch capabilities should be exploited
Additionally, US commanders should ask ARWN for training in this area; we
con leamn from them toos

(8) Fire Support Training,

(a) Observations Training of ARVN artillery units is below US
standards in some fields,

(b) Bvaluations Prior to beginning the integration of the ARWN
artillery unit, the sponsoring US artillery battalion 83 should evaluate
the state of training of the battery. ARVN battalions will probably need
training in the following areas prior to assigning them an operational miss-
ion in support of US/ARWN integrated maneuver forcess

1 Mrlift and air mobility training.
2 Radar registratiom.

- a7
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3 U8 field ertillery tactics and techniques.

(o) Rogommendgtiont 3Brief training programs should be initiated
in the above areza for ARWN batteries, The rogular ARVN batteraes are al-
rdady performing their direot support role and are usually very competanse
Thus, care should be taken not to injure the pride or feelings of ARWN pew-
sonnel, ) )

(9) Artillery Command and Control,

(;) US/ARVN command and control coordination nas put a gtrain on
interpreters.

(b) Evaluations The nost complicated problem in combined artillery
operations is effective command and control., The uge of ordinary interprot-
ors !8 not satisfactory because of the lack of knowledge of technical artill-
ery terminology, tacticas, and techniques.

(c) Recommepdations This problem of language can only be overcome
by employing English-speaking ARVN artillerymen as follows:

1 Maneuver Battalion levels In the joint US/ARVN naneuver bat-
telion TOC, an ARVN artillery liaison ieam is required for exchange of in~
formation of friendly positions and 8GheN0 of meneuver., In addition, requests
for fire from ARVN maneuver companica must be translated intc English before
being sent to the US artillery battalion TOC since US RT0s spuak only Eng-
1ish,

2 Direct support artillery battalion levels An ARVN liaison
team in the artillery battalion TOC 1s required to advise the S3 on ARWN
maneuver and artillery tactics, ‘post ARW artillery air data, rclay fire
commands to the ARWN battery, and to obtain and forvard appropriate clear~
ances to firc to the ARVN baiptery.

(10) Ammnition Supply Rate,

(a) Ohservations The ARWN artillery batteries have an extremely
low ASR in comparison to & US battory.

(b) Recopmexdatioas This fact must be carefully weighed by the US
battalion S3 when recommending future positioning of the ARWN battery. Un~
til such time as their ASR is inoreased to that level given to US batteries,
the ARWN battery should be co-located with a US 105 direct support battery
to insure adequate artillery support of the US/ARVN maneuver foxrces within
range.

(11) Communications.

(a) Obgervations Communications with ARVN artillery poses a ser-
ious problem because of the .shortage of radios in the battery, and the age
and condition of existing equipment.

(b) Evaluations A Battery, 51st Artillery had 1 VRC-34 and 2 PRC-
25 radios on hand and operational; the VR17 was in depot maintenance; the VRC-
34 wap used in the CW role for administrative traffic. The 2 PRC-258 were
toth used in the 5th Division Artillery command and fire net, It is an ARVN
policy to rotate the PRC-258 every 3 hours to preserve equipment and battery
life, The ARVN battery commander had to monitor hie DivArty C&F net, so
could not communicate on the fire frequency assigned by the US artillery
battalion S3, This problem was solved by allowing the battery to continue
to monitor its division's net, with the understanding that once it hed de=-
ployed to the field, it would monitor only the fire frequency assigned by
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(e) BRecommendations This problem is being presented through ARWN
command and MACV advisor channels' to allow the battery to operate and come
municate on the frequenocy assigned. In future combined operations of this
type, a1l questions conceming command and control of the ARWN artillery

unit should b ¢ completely resolved before the ARVN battery begins operat-
ions,

(12) Fire Support Coordination.

(a) Observations Coordination at battalion level was lacking at

———————————————

times,

(b) Evaluations Contact missions within range of ARVN nortcra
have been fired without coordination with the battalion artillery LO,

(c) Recommendations A complete understanding of centralized
control of the fire support base in the case of & standoff or ground attacks
ig egsential, . complete SOP rust be formulated to establish control of
fireas, accurate reporting of the situstion to the combined TOC, emergency
signals ond the employment of close-in defensive me&sures.

(13) Intellisenca,

(a) Observations Lateral flow of information is too slow.

(b) Bvaluationt During the initiel phases of Operation "YONG TIEN,
lateral reporting of intelligence information by the ARV unit to the coop-
erating US unit was not timely, due to differences in-langusge and.edmine
istrative procedures.

(c) Recommendations Close coordination at each echelon to insure
proper mating of intelligence reporting channels and procedures ;rior to
conmencement of joint operatione is egsentiel to insure the timely flow of
information,

(14) Reporting of Tactical Intelligenco,

(a) Observations The reporting procedura of tactical field in-
telligence rathered by ARWN troops should be made immediately availablae to
US units during combined operations,

(b) Evaluations' The ARWN advisor holds the key to this solution.
Initial readovts from the field have to come from him. The final wrap-up
can be un exchange of information between the respective 528,

(c) Recommendations Establishing good rapport between the US
commander, his ARVN ouposite, and the advisor is a prerequisite of success
and must be given priority of effort,

(15) Aerial Resupply.

(a) Observations Aerial resupply difficulties were noted with
ARVN unita.

bg Evaluations ARVN is neither trained nor equig.ed for serial
resupply. Specifically ARWN is short airlift equirment, slings, etce Some
confusion has been noted in moving supplies off the helipad area to other
locations in the fire support base,

(c) Recommendations The training inadequacy was solved by classes
given at Lai Khe by the pathfinders from the 1st Aviation Dattalion on rig-
ging and outloading for resupply by helicoptex (one CH-47 was nade available
for this class). Sling equipment was provided from brigade assetss The

importance of prior planning in requesting aircraft was stressed.
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VA, HQ II FFORCBV, APO San Francisco 96266
.iutl:  Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), #FU 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Facific, ATTN: GFOP-DT, APO 96558

UL Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report-~
weosons Learned of the 1st Infantry Divisjon for the period ending 31
July 1969, ‘ ST

.,

FOR THE COMIANDER: .

3!
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AVHGC-DST (29 Aug 69) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period knding
31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HuAUQUAKTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 : & OCT 1369

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DY,
AP0 96558

Te (U) This headquarters has reviewed the OUperational keport-Lessons Lzarned

for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, ist infantry
Division,

2, (C) Comments follow:

a, (U) Reference item concerning "VC Booby Traps," section II, page 23,
paragraph 2b(7); concur, A& USARV study is presently being conducted which will
result in a comprehensive list of enemy mines and booby traps employed in RVN,

b. (U) Reference item concerning "MOS Training," section LI, page 2k,
paragraph 2¢(2); nonconcur, The signal school facilities do not require expan-
sion, however, some reorientation to meet the nsoeds of field units may be in
order. Areas recommended for additional stress by units should be addressed to
this headquarters, ATIN: AVHGG-PT.

c. (C) heference item concerning "Logbooks," Tab 7, section II, page 7,
paragraph 2f(11); concur. The recommendation is valid. The recording of pre-
mature component failures on DA Form 2408-15 is in contradiction with Ti{ 38-750,
which requires the failure to be recorded on DA Form 24U8-1oc and reported as an
EIR. The unit has been advised of this deficiency.

d. (C) Reference item concerning "OH-6A LOH," TaB 7, section LI, page 7,
paragraph 2£(12); nonconcur. The unit has been advised to subuit an iR which
in turn will initiate a study and an evaluation by USAAVSCOM, St Louis, .issouri.

FOR THI COMMANDER:

[ 4

C. 0D, WHGON

iLT, A

Assistant Adjutant Ceneral
Cy furn:
1st Inf Div
Il FFV
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GPOP-DT (29 Aug 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1lst Infantry Division
for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 24 0CT89

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. L. SHORTT
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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DEPARTMENY OF THE ARMY
Bsdguarters, 1st Infantry Division Support Command
APO San.Francisco 96345

AV IB-WW-AT 4 August 1969

3JBJECTs Operational Repoxt of Support Command for period ending
31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI) (U)

* wanding General
'st Infantry Divieion
JITN: AVIB-I (MHD)
AP0 96345

1. {C) SECTION 1, OPERATIONS: SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES

(a) Support Cammand continued to support the lst Infantry Division and
attached units from established base camps at Di An, Lai Khe, Phu Loi and
Da Tieng during Phase III of Qperation Toan Thang.

(v) lst Supply & Transport Battalion:

(1) Beginning late in the previous reporting period, and continuins
turcugh 5 June, personnel fram the lst Supply and Transport Battalion were
stationed at Dong Xoal (17 Apr - 15 May) and FSFB Bunard (16 May ~ 5 Jun) to
provide support for Phase II of the road clearing operation from Dong Xoai to
Song Be. Operating initially from Dong Xoai, unit personnel later displaced
to FSPB Bunerd to provide supply support in Class I, II&VII, and III, and
Gravres Registration services at both locations, with back up support in all
arzn3 available from Di Ane Heavy requirements for barrier mnteriels and
associated engineer materiel contimed to be experieance, necessitoating frequent,
cften daily, oonvoy operations from Di 4n to Dong Xoal and Bunard with texmi-
neticn of the oporation and subgequent assumption of control of the newly cleared
roed by ARVN, Supply and Transport personnel deactivated the forward activity
and wers roturned to Di 4n.

(2) In mid~June, lst Supply and Transport Battalion received the requirc-
nment to establish a Forward Support Section at Deu Tieng as a result of the lst
Infantxy Division assumption of tactical responsitility for the entire Michelin,
On 30 June a fully operational F33 was activated at Dau Tieng, providing supply
support in Class I, II¢VII, and III, and Graves Registration services to 1lst
Irfantry Division elements operating fram Daum Tieng and satellited NDP/FSPB.
Back up support is provided fram I An for all classes of supply, making regular
convoy operations mendatory.

(3) Throughout the reporting period, thu Battalion's POL "jump teams" were
utilized on a contimuing basis. Contimiing land clearing opaerations, as well
ag road clearing operations in the Song Be corridor required placement of jump
- wpns at FSPB Mong, west of lei Khe. While primarily operating in support of the

land clearing teams, the jump teams provided additional POL support for all
veniclese

(4} Work has contimied on the lst Supply and Trensport sector of th» Di 4n
= 7 perdr eters New perimeter lights and poles have been installed and are
cwn.bing receipt of generators to become operational, With the advent of the
monsoon geason, extensive work has been rcquired to keep fields of fire cnen
and free from obstrustive foliegee Additional work within the wire, to inciude
roplacement of old fougassea installation of a greater mmber of trap flares and
reasive detection devices has beon undertakens Planned improvements in process
.1 izmplementation include constyuction of "stand~off" gcrecens of chain 1link fence

front of each buwnker in the Supply and Transport sector. Futher work is in
progress on perimeter communicaiions in an effort to provide a system of fail-
..l ~ommand commnications between line bunkers, command bunkers, and obser-
vation towers
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(5) During tho quarter, the battalion was oalled upon to moet heavy trans-
portation requirements throughout the division's aroa of operation. Commite
ments included troop moves, trensport of POL and supplics, and retrograde
movement of salvego meteriel. Totol mileage recorded by the battalion during the
querter was 205,298 miles, & slight incrense over tho provious quarter. The
total mileago, however, represcnts e significant increase per vehicle due to
losses inourred as o romlt of age/mileage washouts, maintenance down time, per-
sonnel and repair parts avalisbilitye With the ostablishment of Dau Tieng FSS,
tonnege moved forwerd hes increased significantly during the latter part of the
reporting periode

(6) The battelion treining program, establishod during the previous quarter
in regponse to division requirements, continued throughout the curront quarter.
Commend information, character guidance and mission related subjeot arees weo:
prescnted. During the latter part of tho quarter, classes were conducted with the
egsistenco of the division SJL covering changes to the UCMJ and their offect
upon individual rights and protections. 4 series of special classes followed by
a written exam was conducted emphasizing safety practices rolated to all areas
of individunl and orgciizetionnl activitica. Futher cmphasia on safety was
provided through sefoty seminars for sll NCO's of the battalion.

(7) The battelion contimied operation of the Di in (South) Post Exchenge
during the reporting periode 4 genersl progrem of renovation, atock reloce.' "Ny
and enlargement of existing storage facilities, institued last quarter, con..med
throughout the current reporting period.

(8) Divisionel atrength supported by the lst Supply and Transport Battalion
during the quarter averaged 21,685 men. Stockage levels maintained by the
battalion for Cless I, cnd IIT items in gupport of the division were as follows:

1) Class I: Ration Stock objective On Hand
( 4 Component 3 days 66313 ration
B Component 14 days N/4
C Component 5 days 66653 rotion
D Component 5 deys ’ 488 ration
2) Gless IIIs Product Stock objective On Hand
( g 160000 Plect v 235000
LVGAS 11200 29000
MOGAS 49000 69500
DIESEL 75000 418500

(3) Tonnage moved forward to divisional elementss:

" Class I - 380630 tons
Class II&VII - 2028,90 tons
Class IIT - 23403.50 tons

(¢) 18t Medical Battelions

(1) During tho reporting period, the 1lst Medical Battalion contiymed
to provide division and unit level medical gervice to all units of the lst
Infantry Division end supporting unita.

(2) Headquartcrs and Co & supported 2nd Bde and provided arca support
from its location in the Di Ln Bage Camp. In addition to this support,
[leadquartars and Co A aotively engaged in the ICAP Progream. During this period
e total of fiftyetwo (52) ICAPS were conducted. On these ICAPS a total
axcoeding 5,000 patients were seen, From 19 May to 25 May 1969 Hoadquarters
ani. Co & trained two (2) ARVN medical personnel in medical procedurcs.

(3) Company B provided division level support to 2nd Lde units at Di An
Base Camp from the beginning of the period until 23 June 1969. On 12 March
1969 a thirty (30) man element from Co B moved overlend to Qnan Loi and estab-
lighed a forward medical cleaxrng facilil, n ¢..junetion with Co B, 15th Medic. .
Bne This facility was set up to wmpport 1ot Jue troops opereting in this area.
On 20 June 1969 this facility wos closed and the forward clcment returncd to
Di /n Base Campe On 23 June 1969 Co B moved overland to Dan Tieng Bese wemp
where they set up a2 complete medical company treatment facility to support lst B..

troops in the base camp and outlaying arca. This facility was completelv
operationnl on 26 Juno 1969, as
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(4) Ccoc sgpported 3ré)Bde w ty S . LogAL jq wn .
in Lai Kho Bhed Comgih ldh T ¥/ !‘S w& e twelve (12) m'm“:}lmoﬁ"ﬂ el obertahd
from Lai Khe. to DShg Xoki a.nd then to Bunhrd end established a f.‘brwprd rodical

clearing factlitys The purpose of this element wae to support the lst Bdo units
clearing the road to Song Bes On 5 June 1969 the element rcturncd to Lei Knee

(5) Company D supported lst Bde units from its location in the Iai ¥he
Bago Cemp and provided support for the lei Khe Village Digpensary.

(o) 7013t Mointonnnce Battelions

(1) From 1 Moy 1969 to 31 July 1969 battalion units contimed to support
the lst Infantry Division and etteched units from Di /n, Lai Khe and Phu Loi.
One major change has occurred during the quarter, The first Brigade was reloceted
fron the Quan Loi base camp to the Dau Ticng base cemp on 5 June 1969. L contact
teon was sent from Company D to support the 1st Brigade elements in this erea.
It consisted of two officers and twenty-scven men from the armement, olectronics
and track/outomotive seotion end & Vehicle Tank Recovery crew, Speciel contact
teems and technical cssistance teams were dispatched es required to field and bise
camp locationse Battalion totels of jobs completed and tons of equipment moved
ere included as inclosure 1. The major operation supported was Phase ITI of Toan
Thang.

(2) Maintenance and Supply Operationst

(a) Company 4 (Main Support): During the period 1 May 1969 to 31 July
1969, Company & continued to support non-brigade units located in the Di &n -
Pl Ioi area and provide back-up support to the forward support companics.
Emphasis continued in the Tech Supply arca with the turn-in of many tons of excess
serviceable supplics the major uccomplishment. Even with the reduction to ,600
lines stocked, over 50% of the lines remained et zoro balance.

(b) Company B: Compeny B contimied to support the 2d Brigade and
attached units from its location at Di /n bage campe During the first portion of
the quarter the primary mission was the preparation of supported units for a
posgible VC offensiveo. Compax\y B contimied to have maintenance responsibility for
the 100KW generators ob key bridge sites. Frequent liszison and technical as:iste
ance visits to the sites insured maxdmum operational time for these vital pieccs
of equipment, The rainy scason iucreased the number of recovery operations. With
the transfer of ground surveillance radar responsibility to Division Lrtillery,

B Company cxpanded its signal gection to meet the additional work load.

(c) Compony C: Company C continucd to support the 3d Brigede and
attached units from its location at lei Khe base camp. In addition, the support
of the lst Engincer Battalion and HHC lst Infentry Division was acquired. C Cor .2y
provided support for the Song Be road opening operation. 4 contact tean of one
officer and gix cenlisted men accompanied the 1/16 Mechanized Infentry Battalion
end provided DS service on site,

(a) Company D: Company D continued to support the lst Brigade and pon-
brigade units at Lei Khe bese camp during this period. On 5 June 1969 the 1ls*
Brigade moved to the Dau Tieng base camp. 4 contact team consisting of one officer
and 27 cnlisted men, t0 include a VIR, were sent to Dam Tieng to provide support.
Supporting = brigade in two widely scparated locations over an unsocured rozd
has ceuscd many problems in the aree of supply.

(e) Company BE: Company E contimed to perform ite primexry mission.of
i~ect support aircraft and aireraft supply within the lst Division. No major
,\-e.t:.ons were conducted during the quarter. Withdrewal of the contact teenm

. Iai Khe to Phu Loi wes accomplished without adverse effect on IOH av~ -
au.'-.lity. The incroased demand for on site maintenence gencrated by removal
the contact team was small, howeve, ine edditional cepability within the unit
wag significant in tcrins of marhew wiilization.

(3) Logistics:

(a) Company 4 Sig...dec... xLpoOVemcues ah La¢ company aren incluged
new showers for the enlisted moen, concreue sidewalks for a lorge portion cf the
company area, a new tower and bunker buxlt by the east gate, and an eddition to
the compeny supply rooiie _,
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() Company B: In anticipetion of the upcoming monsoon sccson, 150
loads of atorite fi1X'have boern hauled and spresd in low gpots throughout the
company and shop arens. 4 40X80 foot movie: thostew wae built and painted
for Ayoby oamfort, L1l lotrines and conteiners wore painted., Sidewalks were
built throughout the company arcn, One urinal wes built near the EM latrine. 4
fonce was constructed inclosing the shop arca. Concrete floors were leid in 3
tays in the maintonance dbuilding. L new tool room was constructed in the n~-han-
ical maintecnance building. The ordorly room ceiling wes built and painted. .. new
company sign was painted and instellod in front of the company bulletin board.
The service and ovacuntion and armament sections peinted tho exterior of thair
shop buildinge

(0) Company Ct 4 new hot water hoater has been constructed in the company
area to prwide adequate hot water for the showers and mess hall.
S,

(d) Qompexy Dt ‘I‘ho prinoipleraotiv;t;es that wero engaged by the unit,
othor thay miasion were upgrading the compary -and" shop areas which consisted of
mindnly ronovatine the. orderly room, shop office a.nd billeting n'eaa.

(o) Cmpa.ny D: largor sumps were completed for mees hall and showers.

"(4)- 01V fssistancas

Tho 7018t Maintondnge Battalion worked on improving the facilities of the Dong

Toc Hamled wohoole A flag pole was erected, the well repaired, and a fence oon-
structod arcund the school grounds. These efforts brought about a greater friend-
liness .and understanding votween the men of the batt&lion a.nd the Vietnamese people.

RN

+

(d) Bose Dovelopments o
(1) Oonstruction completed during the reporting periods

(a) Gontorment arca for 7,700 men (change 7 to CD 66-206 DC~T79).
'(io?'Operations Conter (Chango to CD-17-203-04-T-14)

(o) Mal Genter Office (Change 2 to CD 66~123C=79)

(a) Water £111 points (Chango 1 to CD 17-201-01-D=MA)

{2) Construction sterted during tho reporting pericd and still under cone
strction,

(3) Now Construction Directive (CD) iesued:,during the reporting pariod
for a water aupply fecility at the Divieion Treining Command CD 517-0301-0-01,

{4) Cancellod constyuction directivess
(a) Change 2 to CD 17-219-01-1~75, Power Distribution System.
(b).Change 3 to CD 65-57DC-T9, 4,475 man contonment arese
(o) Chapge 1 to GD 89~208~10, Clagg II and IV goverad storagé,
(o) éi\;i'sion ‘Trensportation Office: ‘
{1) Gonvoy oporationss During the roporting period the ITO conducted

corvoy operations to Iai Khe, Quan Ioi, Deu Tieng and Phuce Vinh for the purpose
of base camp resupply and in support of tastical opurations.

. » Convoy operations to Lai Khes Convoy operations to Phuoc Vinh
a) Number of convoys: 190 a) Number of convoyss 150
b) Namber of vehicless 6,315 b) Number of vehicles: 5,968
c) Total ~ilogs 460,440 ~) Total milces 137,104
@) Totel Zous: 80,690 d) Total Tonss 181,896
e) Average vehoiles per convoys 42 (e Lverage vehicles pc  :omvoy: 3«
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Convoy operations to Quan lois

Mumber of convoyss 150

Number of vehioleass 6,726
Total milest 174,470

Total Zonss 196,698

Average vehiolos por aonvoys 45

o 0 o

Convoy oporations to Deu Tiengs

Rumbor of convoyss 62
Mumber of vehicles: 914
Total miless 21,768
Total Tonas 27,310

DO O'R

Average vahicles per convoys 15

(2) atrlise oporationst The total amount of fixed wing support received
by the division is as follows:

TYPE AIRCRAFT NUMBER OF SORTIES 00PS MOVED  POUNDS OF CARGO
€-130 58 549 1,302,860
C-123 295 2237 14197,126
C-T4 1537 20,924 81,810
TOTLLS 1,890 23,710 245681,796

(£) Division smmnition Offices

(1) During this roporting peried, the lst Infantry Division was issucd
short tons of ammnition in support of combat operations as followss

2e Lir Shipmonts = 516 Short Tons
be Land Convoys = 1,524 Short Tons

(2) on 1 May 9969 the 1st Logistical Command assumed operational respon-
sibility for tho lai Kho ASP. Amminition stockage has been adequate for the
gupport of wsing lst Infantry Division Units.

(3) Convoy rosupply of Class V to Dan Tieng units commenced 30 Jun 1969,
2. (C)_ SECTION II. ILTSSONS LEARNED: COMMANDER'S OBSERVATION, EVAIU.TIONS, AND
RECQMMERTATIONS. o

&is PERSONNELs NOKNE

B, OPERATIONSs NONE

Ce TRAINING: NONE

D, INPELLIGENCEs IONE
B, CIVIL ASSISTLNCEs NONE
F. LOGISTICSs

(%) 30KW Injocted Enginess
(a) Ovservations Injector heads ave freczing.
(v) Bvaluation: Investigation has ghown that units are not
draining the fuol systom an the 30KW injeoted enginos as often as required, This

caugos the water that collects in the system to bo forced into the injector heads
and the injeotors frocze. R

() Recommendations “All units should closoly follow the pertinent
TM's on operator maintonance,

(2) Adr Conditionorss
(4) Observations Blower fans and compressors are burning upe

(b) Evaluations Clogged scroens, filters, and vents are the
basic problem, |

(¢) Recommondations Throads on shafts and oxposed screw tommirals
should be protected with a cover. A1l inlet and outlet holes should be %aped cu
covered to prevent forcing nu'.cex from entering.

(3) M48A3 Tanks

(2) Ubsorvations Track and road wheels arc being broken in
Jungle terrain. 4

2
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(b) Bvaluation: When traversing dense jungle terrain, bamboo
and othor items aro ofton osught botween the mud flaps and tho traok, frequently
resulting in broken track or rosd wheel arms.

- (o) . Rocommendations Cut off tho mud flsps and part of the fonder,
evon with the mlle

(4) Comixial Machine Gun of 44843 Texks

(a) Observationt The co-axisl machine gun nountod in the
oomnander's qupola of the M48A3 tank is soldam used for its intended use as &
spotting rifle.

(b) Evaluations Tank personnel profor to use this woapon as
other than a epotting rifle.

(c) Recommendations Possible MWO for Vietnam, Romove the machire -
gun from tho turrote Usc a ground mount tripod, cutting the logs off 12 inchos
from tho pivot point, flatton out the onds of tho legs and weld tho trp of the
ocmmander!s oupola,

(5) Radar Sot AN/PPS-5i

(a) Obscrvation: Ofton there is rocurrent oondonsation in the
radar trensit case. ) .

(v) RBveluations The usual cause is saturated desgicant in the .
case 0OvVore

(6) Roocommondations. The saturated dossicant can be replaced
with the small dessicant bags paocked with tho ropiscement modules until the
original type can be obtained.

(6) Cable, Spocial Purpose, Electrical, €X 86663

(a) Ovsorvationt A field expodient method has been found to
ropair a ocable mado ungerviosble by the opening of audio pin #27 or #28.

(b) Eveluations Two strands of WD=1 como wire,ar.taped the
length of the cable and comected on each ond to jacks fron & head-eet H-226. The
cable then connects onor of the two headset plugs on the 0I'unit. Whon a scxrvic-
able headset is then connected to the other plug on the CI unit 4in tho normal
mannor, the radar egain booomes operational.

(c) Rocommendations This repeir method should be used in lieu
of dead¥ining the radar of parts.

(7) xM571s
. (o.) Obsamtiom Tho sajor -prodblen omountoud to dato has beon
the totn dostruction of the entire olutch assembly to include the fork and flenge

housing.

(b) Evaluations Suoh destmetion is senseless and is cmised by
prolonged usc or abuse with insufficient clutch free travels

(c) Rocommondations Command emphasis needs to be placed v the
propex use of the XM571 and frequent cheoks made for adequate clutch adju:.spnte

(8) 100KW Generator - Holt Bros

(a) Observations The governor on the genoretor is emsily damaged
and roplacements arc diffioult to obtain.

(b) BEraluations One of tho most common cause of governors failure
ig dirty engine oil, water in the oil, or fuel in the coil,

(o) Rocommendaiions Tho ™ recommends changing the oil and oil
filter every 250 hourse In Vietnam the oil and filter ghould be changed every 100
t0 150 hours becaise of the sovore operating conditions; In addition, the oil
should be checked deily for M tﬂonﬂ mhv-ﬂﬂwtion.
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(9) Genoratore:

(a) Obscrvation: During the rainy seazon rainwater gots into
the fuel.

(b) Evaluation: Fuel drums should be placed at an angle & ...
that the drain plug is at the vory botton. '

{¢) Recommendaticns Once daily, proferably prior to operating
the generator, tho drain plug should be opened allowing all rosiduc and sediments
to bo oliminpted from the fuel supply.

(10) 100KW Gonorator ~ Holt Bross

(a) Observations As the generator cover is now constructed the

renovel is both time consuming end potentially dameging to the front pansl of the
control boxe

(v) Eveluations The complete angle iron brace can be removed
fron the gonorator allowing the cover to slide back and off the generatore The
braco is extransous enywaye In tight arcas whoro the cover has to be removed by
lifting straight up, tho bottom flango of the angle iron brace at the ongine end
of tho generator has to be removed with a outting torch.

(¢) Recommondations Either of thoso two modifications should be
performed prior to renoval of thc generator covers

(11) Logbookss

(a) Obsorvetiont Aircraft log book historical records are not
utilizod to grectest advantage.

(b) Bvaluationt Normal practicc dictetes a minimum of csasential
data is rocorded on tho D. Form 2408-15. Experionce has shown thet rceording
rromature component failures and unusual structural repairs.is desireble © ¢
would bo benoficial to all echelons of naintenancos Maximum aircraft uti.-' 2tion
and ropair personncl turnover emphasize the value of historical data which nuy
preclude serious matorial failures and which conserve resourses.

(o) Rocommendation: That additional emphasis be placed on aircraft
higtorical data at all echelons of raintonance.

(12) OH-6A LOH:

(a) Obsarvations Excosasive maintenance is required for high
frequency vidbretions on the OH-64 LOHs

(v) Bvaluations The OH~-64 helicopter will develop high frequency
vibrations requiring immediate maintenance attention prior to scheduled ine
spectionse Although there are several sources for this vibration level, the tail
rotor is the primary couse and required frequent balancing and premature replece-
mente 4 redesigned tail rotor assambly is unsatisfactory for the same reasons
end the high failuro rate due to blade collapse. It should be noted thet down
timo due to high frequency vibrations for causes other than the tail rotor
incrose significantly above 1000 hours aircraft time.

(c) Rocommendations That tail rotor design and high specd
component time bofore overhanl (TBP) be ro-evaluated to unschoduled maintenences

344! Y3ZCTION IIT, HEADXWARTERS DFPARTMENY OF THE /RMY SURVEY INFORMITION:

None

FOR THE COMAANDER:

Q
&Jl« m jlww'—-pa .
DALZ M. GLRVEY, Jr.
40 cpr, quc

Adiutant
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the Chemical Officer
APO 96345

AVIB-CM 1 August 1969

SUBJECT: Feeder Report to Operational Report 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 30 April 1969 (U)

1, (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a, General:

(1) During the period 1 May 1969 through 31 July 1969, the 1st Infantry
Division Chemical Section continued to perform personnel detection, defoliation,
burning of vegetation and employment of CS in support of combat operations.

(2) The 242d Chemical Detachment (CBRC) assigned to augment the Chemical
Section, continued to process defoliation requests, monitor the status of
defoliation projects in the division TAOI and provide personnel for other
chemical operations, During the period 1 May 1969 to 23 June 1969, 1LT Jon G
Fisher was the detachment commander, CPT Gary L Stair commanded the detachment
from 24 June 1969 to 31 July 1969.

(3) The 266th Chemical Platoon provided chemical support to the 1st Infantry
Division. This support consisted of burning vegetation along stream lines where
Rome Plow operations were not possible; dropping of persistent CS, employment of
fougasses; defoliation and burning of base camp perimeters, and operating the
airborne personnel detector on "Bloodhound" missions, During the period 1 May

1969 to 31 July 1969 the platoon was commanded by CPT William R Dias,

b, Operations:

(1) Persomnel Detection Missions (Bloodhound): Missions continued to be
flewn for the Division G-2 on a daily basis in a large area surveillance role,
A total of 235 missions were flown in this role cduring the reporting period,

In addition, on 16 July 1969, a three man crew and detector was placed with the
Air Cavalry Troop to be used in conjunction with their hunter-killer search
teams, Results of this type operetion are inconclusive at this time but are

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10
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AVDB-CM 1 August 1969
SUBJECT: Feeder Report to Operdational Report 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 30 April 1969 (U)

expected to contribute significantly as the Air Cavalry Troop develops and
improves their techniques of employment. Considerable difficulty was expericicad
with the take-up reel on the recorder of the XM-3 Airborne Personncl Detector.

An equipment improvement report has been submitted to modify the design of the
take~-up reel,

(2) Riot Control Agent CS:

(a) Nonpersistent CS: A total of 45 E-158 CS clusters were dropped on
3 missions, The employment of these munitions was on post B-52 strikes after
"ast bomb" «nd on exploitation of the Bloodhound detector sensings, Although
a light-fire team and hunter-killer team were over the CS targets there were no
known cases of the enemy being affected by the US, During the month of July,
the '"nity Mite" was used on several occasions upon discovery of extensive tunnecl
and bunker complexes, Using the M7 scries CS grenades with the "Mity Mile! was
successful in driving unprotected personnel out from cover and in one instance
asphyxiating several of the enemy with protective masks,

(b) Persistent CS: A total of 260 drums or 20,800 pounds of C5 were
dropped during ihe report period. The bulk CS was used in conjunction with the
road opening and large convoy operations from SONG BE to PHUOC VINH, The €S
was dropped into suspected ambush routes two days prior to the convoy movements,

(3) Defoliation: Only limited C-~123 aerial defoliation missions weére
flown in the division's TAOI due to the size of the AO and the division's
extensive pacification program, During this period only 244 sorties were floun,
The only defoliation operations conducted by the division consisted of LAI KHE,
DI AN and DAU TIENG Base Camp perimeters, These operations were conducted
using 2 tracked vehicle mounted with a 600 gallon POL pod 2nd 50 GPM POL pump,
The same field expedient rig was used to dispense diesel fuel for burning
operations where defoliation was not permitted, Approximately 120,000 galions of
diesel fuel vere sprayed using this method,

(4) Personnel Marking and Identification System (PhIS): During the period
1 Nay 1969 to 31 July 1969 the 266th Chemical Platoon assisted Major John P
Sanders, WPN DV & BNG LAB, GML, EDG ARS, in the employment and evaluation of
the FMIS with the 1st Infantry Division., The item consists of a helicopter
mounted Agavenco sprayer, which sprays a suspension of zinc sulfide in mineral
oil, An ultraviolet light source was available for detection of the zinc sulfide,
Areas to be sprayed were VC/NVA infiltration routes and/or staging arcas used by
the enemy to move into villages and hamlets on food resupply and forced lahor
missicns, These areas were remote from the villages so as not to mirk innocent
civilians, 4 desired characteristic of the area to be sprayed was low vegetation,
such as grasses and low shrubs, so s to allow the zinc sulfide to settle to a
level that would insure contact with personnel traveling through the area, Spray
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AVDb-CM 1 August 1969
SUBJaAT:  Feeder Report to Operationsl keport 1st Infantry Division for Period
Ending 30 April 1969 (U)

operations were plamned a few days in advance of seal and scarch operations
conducted against target villages, During the conduct of the village seal,
personnel to be exdmined were walked into a darkened building, blindfolded and
examined individually for the lime colored luminous spots of the zinc sulfide
visible under the ultraviolet light., All operations were successful in identi-
fying marked personnel, In each operation the personnel were turned over to the
Notional Police and/or ARVN investigation channels, During the period 4 PMIS
spray missions were flown and 66 persons were identified as having been in
undutnorized areas, It was noted the zinc sulfide rereins in an arez for several
weeks, Clothes laundered after contict with sprayed arcas remained mhrked
sufficiently to be detected by the ultraviolet light source,

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Observations, Evaluation and Recormendations.
Personnel Marking and Identification Svstem (PMIS).

a, Observation: The Bersonnel Marking and Identification System has been
uscd during its test and evaluation period with the lst Infantry Division wit
noteble success in identifying VC suspects,

b. Evaluation : This system is effictive in marking personnel when therc is
a degrec of isolation between enemy base camp areas and areas traversed by the
general populace, A wide variety of employment means would be availableto the
intelligence gathering system if this system were presently in Vietnam for use,
The characteristic of this suspension remeining in the area for several weeks
makes it feasible only if a system is made available for identifying when and
from which area the person has been mairked, This limitation is most likely to be
present if regular use is mide of the system in the area, If intensive interro-
gation of marked personnel was promptly evaluated, a large quantity of data could
be made available for intelligence channels,

¢. Recommendations: That & system of dye be added to the present
suspension to provide a capability for continued use of this system in any area,

4 » . >~ .

/’4//.- .{:/-,/‘;/&tr
HERBEHT JB6
LYC, CM

- Division Chemical Officer
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST AVIATION BATTALICN (covBAT)
. 1ST INFANTRY DIVISICN
APO 96345

AVDB-AVN 1 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Aviation Battalion (Combat) for
the period ending 31 July 1569, RCS (SFCR) (RI)

Comariding Gereral
18t Ini‘an%ry Divis%on
ATTN: AVDB.T (MiD
AP0 96345

1, Section 1, Operations: Signipicant Activities,

a. The 1st Aviation Battalion continued to provide general aviatiocn
support to the 1st Infantry Division throughout the peried of this
report. The aircraft resources of the battalion were committed daily
for missions assigned by the Division Aircraft Ccordimation Center (acc)
in support of combat operations, On 10 June 1969 the 1st Aviation
Battalion was missioned to provide air cover for a joint US/ARWN convoy
operation traveling between Lam Son and Song Be, The operation com=
menced on 15 June 1969 and terminmated on 17 June 1969, A great deal of
effort and planning went into the opcration to insure the convoy had
contimous air cover, A forward ACC element was established at Phuoe
Vinh to provide control of the aviation assets covering the convoy,
Three Pathfinders from the ist Aviation Battalion were located at Fhuoe
Vinh to assist in the control of gunships on strip alert, An additionsl
element of Pathfinders was located at Bunard where a forward airfield
had been established, Bunard provided a jump off field for an airmobile
ready reaction force (RRF) and rcarming and refueling print for gunshipss
Others assets which were committed from the Aviation Battalién werej one
C4C aireraft with the Aviation Battalion CO and S=3 con board, Two lipht
fire teams and one Hunter=Killer team from Comparny B, Four Hunter- *
Killer teams, one C&C and four 1ift ships for the ARP!s from Troop D,
1/4 Cavalry, Four light firé teams from II FFV, Two assisted in air
coverage-and two were on Strip alert, The cperation was a complete
success, The conkoy had continuous airicoverage and no ineidents
occurred, As a résult of liason visits’to the 25th Infantry Division
the 1st Aviation Battalion wrote an experiment plan to test the Night
Hawk System and Mortar Aerial Delivery System (MADS), The plan was
approved by the 1st Infantry Division apd immediate stepe were taken to
obtain the equipment and build the systéms, Both systems have been
tested and are presently being utilized on xnissions, The Mortar Aerial
Delivery System (MADS) which consist of a Ui~ helieuizvr equipped with
two 4,2 inch mortar round storage racks aq! 1 launch piatform is being
utilised to drop and mArk sensor devices, This has been a very effective
and accurate means of placing sensors in the desired area. The Night
Hawk system is a UHe! helicopter with a mini-gun and an AN/TVS-4 night
sighting device coaxially mounted with a Xenon searchlight on each side
of thé aircraft, This aystem is utilized at night to observe infiltra-
tion and supply routes, The aireraft is flown approximtely 700 feet
above the ground in a blackout condition, The searchlight operators
scan the terrain with tie "AN/TVS-L for targets and once sighted they
turn on the searchlight, The target is then taken under fire by the
mini~gun, To date this system-has ¥ink two sampans and killed two VC.

Incl 9 "“
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The Mini~Qav opsration has been discontinued and the assets dre belng
used for other missions, The Pathfinder Bection of the Battalion
Headquarters continued in the mission of inspecting a}l aerial supply
equipment, The segtion 1s also augmonting the aerial rifle platoon

of .Troop D (AIR) ‘1et Squadron 4th Cavalry. During the pericd 14 June
to 18 Jums 1969 the Fathfinders established a forward aivetrip at
Bunard, -They provided air traffic control, POL gervios and & rearm~
amnt point for gwishipe participating in the convoy operation fram
Latm Son to Song Be, Five members of the detachment were airlifted to
the airetrip adjacent to the Spocial Forces Camp and were operational
by the afternoon of 14 June 1969, Toraomnel were utilised at both ends
of the airstrip to handle transient traffic and to park the UH=1D/H
11ft aireraft, Hunter Killer teams, LOH's and six light fire teams thit
were on strip alert, During this period 35 sorties of C-130, C-123,
and C7A Air Force fixed wing aircraft were controlled, Dus to the * °
number of aircraft involved with the Song Be convoy oparation, POL
facilities were opersted and controlled by the Pathfinders, The
Pathfinders, with a minimum of personnel and equipment, ran a smooth
and successful operation at Bunard, - The Aviation Battalion Staff
members are continuing to meko assistance visits to all divisional
aviation units, These visits will continue on a guarterly basis with
the axception of the Safety Officer who will continue to make monthly
visits, .

b. Battalion Command Structure at the end of the reporting pefiods
Inclosure #1, )

¢e The Aviation Battalion provided the division with aviation

support everyday of the reporting period, Training of newly assigned
pllots in the LOH continues in Company B, however training is begine
ning tc be accomplished in Brigade Aviation'Sections, The 3rd Brigade
has a qualified instructor pilot in the LOH. Counter sapper training
was conducted for all members of the battalion during the period 26
May thru 7 June 1969, Command Information was conducted weekly by
unit commnders and Chsracter Guidance was conducted menthly by a
ﬁest_ ehaplain. During the ponth of May all officers amd several en=

sted men were qualified with the 38 caliber pistol, .

‘ds The Aviation Battalion did .not conduct any tactical or admin-
iatrative move during the reporting period,

e, In the past nowly assigned aviatars which are to be trained in-
the LOH have been assigned to Company B, This is a successful program,
however, ‘it becomes a burden on the opcrational mission of the company
when it s too many students., Aircraft availability is also a factor
to be considered, The 3rd Brigade has an LOH instructcer pllot and on a
test basis a pilot was assigned to the Brigade for transition, This

‘may- be a teans to 1ift the burden from Campany B during peak transition

periods,

2, Section 2, lesson Isarned: Commandert's (bservations, Evaluatioms
and Recommendations, .

a, Personnel: Nore
b, Operationss
(1) Observations: The Aviation Battalion has been conducting
Mini~Cav opsratiops during the period of this report., The Mini-Cav

consisted of two UH-1's, ome Ul-1 C&C and one Hunter Killsr team, The
inability of the Mini~Cav to insert more than twolve combat troops

CONFIDENTIAL,
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makes this oparation unsatisfactory in 80% of swr A0, In addition the

Hunter-Killer team is unable to provide the desirable pun cover on
insertioms,

(2) Evalwation: It is impsrative thit successful airmebile
cavalry operations have a minimum-of four 1ift ships, This is partice
ularly true in jungle terrain with few landing zones available, This
provides a minimum of 24 combat troops being inserted into a tactical
environment, The 1lift ships should also have a light fire team to
cover all insertions and extractions,

(3) Recommendation: That ths Mini-Cav be discontinued, or
provide acdditional 1ift ships and a light fire team for all inserticns
and extractions,

c. Training:

(1) Cbservation: The battalion is d¥periencing an increase
in the number of night missions,

(2) Evaluation: The increased nurber of night missions being
performed by the battalicn indicated a need for more emphasis on train-

ing in that particular area, especially when flying under marginal
weather conditions,

(3) Recommendation: That emphasis be placed nn night flying
during the initial in-country orientation and currency ride. A mini-
mun of one hour should be flown at night during the orientation,

d, Intelligence: None
e, Logistics:

(1) Observation: The unit FORSTAT D Report rating has cone
tinved to be low during the period of this report,

(2) Evaluation: The low rating is due to the battalion being
reorganized from E series T(E to G series TC(E which changed and added
reportable equipmert, The mission of the battalion has not changed and
there was no drastic change in major items of equipment., The C-4 rating
is not indicative of the battalions capability to perform its mission,

(3) Recormendation: That continued efforts be made to obtain
equipment to raise C-4 rating,

f, Organization:
(1) Change to G series MIGE,

@ (a) Ooservation: The battalion came under the G series
075G MTCE on 22 March 1969,

(b) Evaluation: The MT(E was evalvated and recommended
changes to the MT(E wers submitted, X request for retention of certain
items of equipment was also submitted,

. (e) Recommendation: Evaluation of the MICE be continwed
and changes be submitted as necessary,

%o Other: Statistical data for the quarter.,
(1) Hours flown - 17,422

CONFIDENTIAL
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{2) Sorties flomn 33;030
3) Passengers moved hD.39'}
(4) Cargo moved (tons) 09,7

7 e

. il
ROBERT P. EYMAN
TC, IN
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST LiiGINNER BATTALIGH
APO SF 36345
AVDB=CE=Q 3 August 1905

aQ

SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Engineer Battalion for the Period
Ending 31 July 1969, PCR CSFOR-65 (R1,

T0: Commanding General
1st Infantry D.vision
ATTN: AVDB-T=(MHD)

1, Section 1, Operationss Sis-ificunt Activities.
a, Organizationt

(1), Headquarters and leadquarters Company provided coramand
and staff supervision for combet engineering in the lst Infantry Division
and engineer equipment support for Battalion operations.

Engineer equipment support wae provided by the heavy equipmer.c
platoon and consisted of TCE and non-T(E items, such ass 20 ton rough
terrain cranes, gradersy, 5 ton duwmp trucks, sheepsfoot and grid rollers,
bulldozers, an airmobile dozer (Case 450 on loan from II Field Force),

10 ton tractors with low bed trailers, and a sandbag £illing/ditching
machine, - . Rome Plow section is organic to Headquarters Company and
corsists of six (6) Rome Plows, four (4) M{,B Tanks, one (1) Armored
Personnel Carrier, and a complete maintenance section. The Rome.Plow
section is placed in direet support of 1lst Infantry Division units to
wccomplish area clearance operations in the TAOI, The AVLB (Armored
Vekicular Launched Bridge) section, attached to Headquarters Company,
consists of three (3) AVIB launchers and six (6) bridges. Cne AVLB is
located at Lai Khe and two are located in Dau Tieng to support missions

in the Michelin Rubber Plantatian-and Trapazoid., The Water Point scciiow
Incl 10 Hg




dpsesntin

provides potahle water to units in the field, Erdalator units are
presently located at Thunder II (XT785558), FSB Mahone (XT521419), and
FSB Gela (X7603418).

(2) A Company provided direct combat engineer support to the lst
Brigade both at Quan Lol and Dau Tieng. During the first two weeks of
the quarter, lat Platoon constructed a sixty (60) foot steel observation
tower on the Quan Lol base camp perimeter. The platoon then moved to
Thunder III (XT768653) located just north of Chon Thanh on Ql~13, While
at the fire support base the platoon constructed two tin roofed mess-
halle, two latrines, two showers, and six 105mm Howlzter laterite pads.
In sdditiongthe fire support base road network and drainage were upgraded.

The 2nd Platoon of A Company provided combat engineer support to
the road opening and Rome Plow operetion from Dong Xoed (YT078757) to
Song Be (YU140067). The platoon construoted the temporery night defen-
sive positions and installed airmobdle towers and helipads at each of
thege locations,

The 3rd Platoon wes committed to the upgrade of the Quan Loi
perimeter and construction of a new company area, In conjunction with
the relocation of the Jet Brigade, 4 Company moved to Dau Tieng on
18 June 1969, From then until the end of the quarter, A Company has
been actively involved in base camp and perimeter improvements as well
as construction of new facilities in thedr company area, 4 daily nine
gweep operation was conducted from Dau Tieng to FSB Mahone (XT521/419)
to peruit overland resupply to that fire support base,

(3) B Company provided direct oombat engineer support to the 2nd
Brigade which is headquartered in Di An, During the month of May, three
mine sweep teams supported the 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment in the opene

Hy




Lig of Poutes Zinc and Lead, .1 %% .., B Cempary had o dadly RIW stande
<¥ 0 .opalr road damagc ur remo.( - .ad Blockae lijor cousiosction wsee
jects or the month wore the Division Training Command?®s all..weather
snipay rangs: end Lhe 2nl 3idgade’: .odel fire support basz, Pagsis .-
(X490 92).  The snipos range was )0 metors by 900 roters and was aom, -
lote =ith pop=up targets, At Pageda Inn, B Company constructed “iur!,
two (33) two man fighting positions and machine gun hunkers, a vV
hellcopter pad, a thirhty foot radar tower, two Dustcr turaarovnd pads.
anl oight shover and latrine pads, in addi%isi to dizinage and r«:d
netwoik,

During June, B Company's mine sweep team commitments inerensed o
three to five teams when the 3lth ACK moved out and 1/1%ia ifenny
agsumed the road opening rezponsibiii~e-, A 2£0 foot oy 5 iucl wrome
itlen cupply noint was renovated for whe 1/7th Artillory. L% FSE
United {X%322117), a tactlcal ¢ <=r. .ions conter was commleted 4r Zosc
thoa .-e day, Work continued at ihs Division Training Commend with the
constri.stion of an aspuelt hards.:nd, 150 moters of wooden fence, mun.
eics "oot Sridges, and earthwor. .

¢ovaveettion of the Division 3ianddswa Center in Di An Ln-aa in

e +d s 811l 4n progress, ‘‘his priject consists of latriscs, shor-

™

oy, o ewlmndiag pool, conerete sldewalks, a wcoden wrivacy ferez, o
eov. ol dheoater with projection booth, ar allusbis fleld, a mecuhalll
¢" . toou, and drainage throughout tho aroe:,

B Ucipayyrts £inal major project o7 th: quarve:r was the constraction
:v Fire dupport Base Nowmandy III at (XT904316). “he difflewlty wal the
cro e af ozt roquired to complete the FUI wuer consideratly gmae. -

co s nluy esason than would have “hon rgadiled Lf te FLE wose 20uste

$v



ructed two months earlier, Conorote mess pads, shower and latrine pads,
a 15 foot by 24 foot tactical opsrations center, fighting positions,
access road, interior road network, and an extensive drainage spstem
vere constructed, An attempt will be made to cement stabilize tho road
network and artillery gun pads,

(4). C Company provided direct combat engineer support to the 3rd
Brigade headquartered in lLai Khe, During May, two platoons of C Company
were involved in mine sweep operations. Three .equads operated out of a
RON position near the town of An Dien, Two of the three squads swept
Route Zinc from Ben Cat to Check Point Charlie (X7831339) and the other
squad swept from Ben Cat to F3B Lorraine (XT709409) on Route 240, 4n
additional sweep team operated with the 984ith lLand Clearing Company
sweeping critical roads, trails, and AVLB launching sites, At the end
of May, C Company assumed the mine sweep from FSB Mahone (XT521419) to
Dau Tieng.

1st Platoon began the upgrade of Route LTI~14 from Ben Cat to Dau
Tiengs The fiust part of the project was to construct a 400 meter
causeway and AVLB bypass at (XT605347). After completion of the cause=
way, “he platoon moved to NDP Mons VI (XT558401) and began construction
of a culvert site (XT543374) outside the town of Thanh Am, A command
detonated 250 1b bomb destroyed a bucket loader and temporarily stopped
work at that location, The platoon then moved to FSB Cantigny II (XT-
528393) just south of FSB Mahone (XT521419) to start work on a culvert
site at (XT524408), Cantigny II ves an example of what can happen to a
7SB when constructed during the rainy season, The FSB had to be aban-
dored after a week and the platoon moved to FSB Mahone (XT521419) (ses
lesson learned b=7).
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FSB Lorreine (XT709409) aid bogan.a series: of rrojacis inclwding two
conrete mess pads, four showsr and latrine peds, & 15. foot by 24 foot
tactical ovevdations centa:r. and a 350 meter access ¥oad. .The 3rd Platos
3 tégen two projects on Route w13 north of Iai Khe, fTais main supply
route Had deteriomated during the ‘beginning of the rainy season, A road.
wrmnCaty Lecintt Pid te e fuidated A early Ml 46 improve tho road
Lirm lal ¥he o Thunder IT (X2785558), Adddticnelly, a dozer and disk.
harpcy were used to clear grass onh each side of Route 13 to iwnks wires
frem ¢ommand detonated mines easi:r to find and te slimiate ambush: sites,

(8) D Company provided- gen::cai supper: teo the 1lst Infantry Division
at Lod Khe, Throughout the quaricr; D Company had two mine sveep teams
Jooa*>d at Thunder I (X17985.3) and ore swesp team at Thunder IT {¥Z-
n5eees), These three teams op~isd the road from lai Khe to Thvrdai iF
dail:, In-addition to performing thé sweep operations, the aquads meiiute
ed 1n improving the living conditions and drainsge et the two. fire support
bases. The dump trucks of the mine sweep teams wer: used. to haul letaerite
for upgrading six kilometers. of road south of Thunder II,

The .remaining two: Platcons of D (mya<were responsible fox noidim
ruction in-the-Division Headquarters Block. A chain link foace vas
.constructed around the DTOC-and briefing room arees, A total of 2500
fect of Fencé was constructed. Over 600.cuble yerds of concieic weie pour-
:d foi & 4800 foot network of 8id.v-lks throughowt the headguariors area,
A Pagsns tridlding wes constructed ‘tohind the comuand building and now
geirrue a8 tho Division Protocol (fice. Orerhead covera were constmicti.
fow 7. welks in the vieinity of tho command tuilding, A #Falfusiza?

NG TOTHARD. sign was constructed-apd concrote was poured foi tho sise
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of the WARE MEMORIAL, Subgrade preparation was performed for the asphalt
paving of the entrance loop in fi'z:-nt of Division Headquarters, In the
Commanding General's Villa area, a cook's building was constructed and
canstruction is currently in progress for a protective cover over the CG's
trailer, A latrine-shower facility for the V(Q=VIF area is also in pro-
gress and a service road has been constructed to that facility,

(6) E Company (Bridge) provided general support to the lst Infantry
Divisicn, River search and destroy operations at Cat I.aiy(XS969900),
Power Plant at Thu Duc (X8926972), and FSB Cheyenns (XS001995), in sup-
port of 2/18th Infantry, continued, Seven LIR half=pontons were used
to ferry infentry AP patrols in the emall rivers and streams northeast of
Saigon while bridge erection boats were used in the larger waterways. On
15 July 1969, the boats and personnel working out of the Power Flant and
FSB Cheyenne moved to FSB Seminole (X8980962) where they will cperate
on both daylight search and destroy operstions and night ambushes, lst
Platoon of E Company was involved in a variety of bridging operations
during the quarter. The first was the repair of the 437 foot bridge
aorosa the Song Be River at {XT925441). In order to assist in the repuir,
a 137 foot M4T6 float bridge was oonstructed to pass traffic while the
perranent bridge was closed, The platoon returned to the Bang Be River
at the same location on 11 June to construct a float bridge, this time
to pass & 600 vehicle ARVN convoy enroute-to Song Be,

On 3 July, the Bailey Bridge at Ben Cat (X1738328) collepsed due to
an excessive load of two M48 tanks, E Company was called to construct
~1 M/T6 float bridge to pass traffic vhile the river was cleared of the
~-i apsed bridge in preparation for the comstruction of & Bailwy Addee

v . nbutments were driven anc capped for the hew bridgbw The finol
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bric7ing miesion of the quarter took plzce et Dau Tieng (XT433469) whe-
R i vmany constiustod a 160 foot fully reiuiorced Slass 75 MATG float
tiidge asross the Saigon River, The float: were airliftod from Dau Tieng
te the bridge site by Cninook and the bridge was completedl in @ record
tiiny of nine hours. '

t”) During this quarter; +he lst Engineer Battalion Fome Plow sect-
jon cloaved 2 127 acres of jwncle in support of the lst Jrfentyy Diviasion,
Pio to. two ambuaﬁes on Route 13 north of Chon Tharh; the Romo Piow
soebion moved to Thunder ITI and bezan cubting a swath 200 nolers wide
on ex.r 8i’a of tha road from Chea ’I‘I'mnh to the beginning of the Rubber

Flant..lon south of An Loc, Thi: ¢éperation was completed on 13 June
ulth = total of 1,512 acres cleared.

Twom 23 to 30 June, the Rowe Plows cleared 810 acres elong Route 240
for Ben Cat to FSB Lorraine, On 4 July, the Romo Plows moved to & ION
yoss sdon in the vicinity of old FSB Huertgen (XT7693327) and cleared 1C-
ectas the following two days in a heavily mined aren,

On 14 July the Rome Flow section moved to & RON location north of
Tan Uyen (X79826) and hegan a 990 acre cut of donse jungle, This oper-
ation termdnuited on 13 July.

h, Irielliiedss axl Counter-Intelli:-acat

(1) Dails “utelligence Reports “~om “he lst Jufantry Di-ision Head=
auarters and 3rd Exigade Headque:ir o arg procecsed by the Battallon S-2
eire flc3eminated to subo¥linte vni @ Daily records of MSR upgreding
<50 wl 4 Luoidents in the lst In“untry Division TAOI ave maintained,

“ar g reports of mining activ. i are forwarded to highsr headgquarie

vt 0o analyaia,

Tavlng this quarter, ''.z lst Wngincer Batialicn Teomel Boh Iv =

Y




participated in eight (8) tunnel exploration missions, Working with
T various units of the. let. Infanicy Myvision end the 1lth Armored Cave

..arly Roglment, the Tunncl Rats explored more then fify (50) individ-
ual tunnels and bunkers, Most o these tunnels and bunkers were de-
giroyed using CS gas or demolitions,

While working with C Troop, 1/4 Cav, the Tunnel Rats participated

in an cnemy engagement which resulted in 7 NVA KIA (BC) and 2 NVA WIA

(A1), While operating with the 1/26th Infantry, an estimeted five VO

f wore killed when trapped inside a tunnel that was destroyed by demold..
tions. While operating with the ARP's of the 1/4 Cav, one VC was kil-

LR rAE

led by demolitions detonated under a trep door,
The Tunnel Rate either evacuated or destroyed the followings
4 AK-47 rifles, 4 RPG-2 launchers, 25 RPG rounds, 1000 AK-47 rounds,
i mortar rounds, 15 blasting caps, a number of tools, medical supplies,
1 cocking gear, webgear, and documents.
A ¢, Administrations
(i} As of 31 July 1969, the Battallon Staff wass
! Commanding Officer = LTC Rodney Eo Cox
| Executive Officer - MAJ Lawrence E, Mullins
Assistant Division Engineer = MAJ Dennds J. York
Base Development Officer « MAJ Louls E, Stout
S.] = CPT John W, Nelson, III
S~2 ~ CPT Robert C Norten, Jr
S..3 = MAJ Albert R, Colan
S=4, = CPT Cwen L. Spannaus
GU FRG - CPT Robert J, Hando
£9 A Co - CPT Jackie E, Bipnes
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G0 B Co - CPT Rokart Ms L-i'ne
C0CCo~CF™Jon L, s L
80D Co =~ C?T Ansen F, borp
J0 E Co = CFT James H. Gl.sck
Command Sergeant Major - (SM Herbert E, Nauman
%) The overall Battalion culisted strengta has been ahnre 989 TE
2t ooolzed level throughout the quarter. The officer strengih n5s :m
:L; jhtly above authorized level, however, all officers have hean T:lly
a0l zeds
(3) Personnel changes within the quarver were 243 departess a 351
rcplacements, There continues to be a shortage of Engineer Squed Leaders
MOSs 12840, The Battalion, even though overstrength in officers, has a
shertage of lieuterants,
¢, Dacifleations
Tae 227 Be Road Openir; operation was the most significant opuration
dn 9 arsa of pacification in which the lst Engineer Battalion partici-
peie.. Bighty-elght kilometers cf road were upgraded and four Bailey
bridges wsre constructed by th: 20lst ARVN Engineer Battalion, 9,243
acres of jung.e were cleared from 200 meters cn each side of the road v
the three La.d Clearing Compardes of the 62nd Engineer Eattalion, To
enoriinete Lo joint sffort by U.S. and ARVN enginser forces and the U.S.
I- fantry soourity, the lst Engineer Battalion established an Enginewr
Crordinaiing Center. This ECC proved extremely effective in coomdd- -ting
iLfewt and nonsolidating reports.
Yhe cliwax of tho wned opening wmg ihe moveman’ of 630 SRUN vehisles
from Pha Cuong to 501z Do, Durdine this moveueni, tho 1st Enginee Hate

talion was responiiile for sweeping o2 mines and booby traps frem Bew

56

R O A

DI



Cat (XT741330) to the Song Be Bridge (XT925442) and from Dong Xoal
(YT078757) to the intersection of Routes Ql~-14 and HI=311, The lst
Engineer Battalion tank section assisted in securing the mine sweep teams
and also Thunder ran the road prior to the convoy passing. Four Ready
Reaction Task Forces were positioned so that damege to the road oould be
quickly repaired to keep the comvoys moving, At Bunard (YT253898), 4
Cempey had & bucket loader, dozer, three dump trucks, and a platoon
minus, A% Phuoo Vinh (X7962480), C Company had a dozer, AVIB, two dump
trucks, and a platoon minus, At lai Khe, D Company had a dozer and three
dump trucks loaded with rock, At FSB Jim (XT882362), B Company had a
bucket loader and three dump trucks loaded with laterite, If any of tho
Tash Forces had to be commited, rapid repair of blown culverts end craters
could have been accomplished,

E Componyy 1fstalled 9-float MLT6 bridge at (XT925442) to provide a
rapid bypass across the Song Be River, In addition, E Company had two
M4T6 dryspans prepared and rigged for airlift,

e, Civic Affairss

Four dump trucks with operators from Headquarters Heavy Equipment
Section assisted the 794th Regional Force Company (ARVN) in the upgrede
of Route 24 north of Phu Cuong during the first week in July., & total
of 128 loads of laterite were hauled on this civic action program.

The Buttalion Chaplin continued his support of the Ben Cat Orphan~
age by weekly visits and frequent gifts to the child-en,

The Battalion Surgeon continued his support of weekly MEDCAP progron
in tae villages of Xom Xoai and Ben Cat., Instead of confu.ting his own
MEDC:P in Xom Xoai, the surgeon would offer advice and the Vietnamese
.4 eonduct the MEDCAP, This close cooperation not only provides good

$7
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medicel care to the Vistnemese people; but, in addition, provides value §
- a¥le training to Vielniuwess murses pobleipating in the MEDCAP,
i f. Training
Training during the quarter was primarily presentei ab Corgany levals
Rapy: £iring was conducted twico meithrly with all TCE wedpons, shobgms
ard '90mn Revoiiless Rifles bein; litud, :
Special emphasis was placed ¢ . trailning of nculy arrivel officers ¢

io mine swéep operations, Each new officar was required t6 accompany e

lypica), moraing mine sweep operatlon shorily afteor arriving in the

Exzttallon. ‘
2. Seatton 2 Lesaopa Ieamed - Comanders Sgervation. Evaluatdon..s * :
Becommandatdons. ‘

a, ~ersonnels

12> Chsemation: There is a lack of intermedistic speed radio oper-

ators authorized in.the TCE .of the 1st Enginesr Battalion for the combat
environment in Vietnam, . ‘

Ezalsations The Battalion Cormunications Section is requiréd to
maintain radio communication in the tuctical operations cenler tuenty-four
hovss delly and, -additionally, has forvard commo élements degloged at field
localionss

Becomendations That th> 2CR should atthorize two adiitional

sermediate speed radio operators iMOS -05820),

be jaen -.-:-.'_-nes

(1) Obzermmtions Englneer vpcrations are adversely affocted by the
lack of aircrafh support for com:and and contml and mainienance parts
Yesupply.

Daliatien?  Current airereft allotimont to the lst Brgineos

- K1
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Ba‘ttalion has been a UH-1D holicopter for approximately three (3) half
deya per week, Due to the fact z:at lst Engineer Battalion elements are
located at a majority of the fire support beses in the lst Infantry Diw-
ision TLOL and the line compenics are a;t three seperate locations, it
requires two full days of aircraft time to visit all the job sites, The
desirable situation would be for the Battalion Commander, his staff, or
the line company commanders to visit the job sites daily., In addition,
an aircraft is required to fly Rome Plow repair parts to that section's
field location,

Regommendations That the lst Engineer Battalion be allocated a
UB~1D helicopter for ten (10) hours station time and five (5) hours blade
time per dey,

(2) Obgervations There is a lack of airmobile engineer equipment in
the 1lst Engineer Battalion and the lat Infantry Division,

Evaluation: Construetion of fire support bases and night defen-
sive positions at remote locations requires airmobile dozers and airmobile
backhoes for clearing of the fire support base, pushing up the defensive
berr, dvalnage, and excavgtion for T0C*s and sumps. Some NDP!s and FSB's
are inaccesable except by air meking readily aveilable airmobile equip-
ment essential to accomplish the forementioned engineer work. The curreat
plan is to request this equipment from II Field Force non-divisionsal
crgineer units, however, the equipment is usually not available,

Recormendations That the 1st Engineer Battalion be issued two (2)
nirmovile dozers and three (3) airmobile backhoes, the two dozers in gen-

- a7 support end one backhoe to each line company in support of each Bri-

.ol

Ay Chaermitiont Below ground bunkers are impractical durdng the
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Evaluation: Considersbly move enginser eficrt is expended in the
waterproofing of underground personhel bunkers than above ground tunkers,
Laaltiorzlly, underground bunkers frequently will £il1l with wcer even
after considerable englineer sitent®or to drainage due to the intsnss con-
odderutla rainfall,

Racommendetion: That ~21 future persommel bunkers be constructed
abows sround, Conrespondingly, tvhe height of the convential fighting pos-
itien »h0uld be reduced one third to one half when placed above ground to
maintain o Jow silhouctte, Occuparts will fight from the kneeling position,

(4) Ooacpations Vertical construction at fire support bases, sush
as latrines and showers, frequently is being destroyed when a fire support
base closas,

Eealyaiionz Numerous latrines, showers, and other small struni=
urss at fims support bases are constructed in such ¢ manner thet they
can nob be moved when the fire support base closes,

Ragommendation: That all vertical constriction at fire support
268 be ccustructed small enough and light enough thet it can be transe
roreed wr vebicle or helicopter, or if this is not possible,:be constructed
LEOHE- LD WP aba it that. it can be dismcttled and the construction material
alvannd, '

(5) Chgspvaiion: Frequently r.ne sweep teams have been required to
perform sweep oporations in the w.r’y ovening and the hours of darkness.

Tygvatdont The effectiveriess of a mine sweep team is greatly
reduced Gaving the hours of darkwsss, The vast majority of minos found
are detected visually and thus would not be found operating with flash~

laghts or artillery illumination. Additionally, trip wires end other
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booby traps woula‘ be diffiocult to detect,

: Becommendations That % ¢%lcal commanders make every attempt to
accomplish sweep operations duri:g daylight if the tactical situation per-
mits,

(6) Observations Mine swesp teams operating in unpacified areas have
discovered mines planted on or near the road after the mine sweep team
and security have completed the sweep operation.

g = Evalugtions On both Routes 240 and LTL-1/ in unpacified aress,
: vohicles have detonated mines that were placed on the road after the sweep
cparation has been completed,

Recopmendation:s That at the conclusion of a mine sweep operation
in an unpacified area, the road be outposted with Infantry security while
the road 1s in use, |

(7) Observations Infantry Brigede and Battalion Commanders are not
allowing Vime for proper engineer preparation of a fire support base be-
fore Infantry and Artillery units move into the position, .

Evaluations During the rainy season it is essential that roads
&nd drainage be constructed in & new fire support bese prior to occupancy,
Cantigny II is an example where no prior engineer work was performed and
ihe 7B becams such & mud hole that it was untenable and had to be closed

v . only a week, Normendy III is an example where considerable engineer
of>rt was employed prior to occupancy and a livable fire support base now
ex’gts,

Recormendations That 4f movement into a new fire support base is
required during the rainy season, sufficient time for construction of roeds
and dreinage prior to occupancy be allowed,
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¢, Training - None
ds Intelligenco:

(1) Cheserwations: Frequently the lst Infantry Division Daily Int-
elligence summary reports the same mine incident twice at different loca=
tions,

Evaluctions When a nine is detected by a mine sweep team it 1s
reported through the 1st Engineer Z:ittalion TOC, The security elcment of
the mine sweep operation.also sends in a mine report, but through his

ttalion headquarters. Both reports eventually reach G-2 where frequeni~
1y G-2 will think that two different mine incidents have occurred sinco
they received slightly different coordinates.

Becommendations That mine ineident reports resulting from swoep
operations be coordinated through the 1st Engineer Battalion TOC,

o, Logisticss

(1) Sbaervations Shortage of construct:!_.on materials is causing con-
siderable delay in numerous construction projects,

Evalygtiont There exists a critical shortage of 1", 2", and 4!
ilomber, plywood, plumbing supplies, concrete aggregate, and washed sand,

Work stoppages have occurred in most of the basecamp vertical construction

pirsyects due to lack of materi:ls,
Recommendations That support at depot level and above maintein
gtoekage levels in accoréa.noe with existing demands,

(2) Obserwations The effectiveness of engineer troops performing
Janding aone qiear:lng missiona has béeh hampered by the unrelisbility of
the Remington Chain Saw,

Fyalaationt The Remington Chain Saw wae not designed to handle
the heavy work load ensountered in landing zone missions, On a typicsl
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landing zone mission, Remington Chain Saws were deadlined eighty (80)
percent of the time,

Hegommendatdons That the Remington Chain Sew be replaced with a
heavier duty chain saw, ‘

(3) Obgervations The Chaplin of a divisional engineer battalicn is
not authorized a radio t:b;' his 4 ton truck,

Evaluations The Chaplin is continuously on the road in his veh~
idle visiting troops at fire suprort bases, Frequently there is an urgent
need to contact the Chaplin, which is impossible without a radio.

Begopmendations That the Chaplin in & dlvisional engineer batia-

lior be authorized a radio for his vehicle,

CPT, MPC
Adfutant
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